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Jason Sinagra, preaching 

Candidate for Ministry 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

March 4, 2007 
Second Sunday in Lent 

 
Lessons on Discipleship: Cleansing 

Text: Heb. 9:14 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

March 11, 2007 
Third Sunday in Lent 

 
Lessons on Discipleship: Forgiving and Remembering 

Text:  Heb. 10:17-18 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

March 18, 2007 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
Lessons on Discipleship: Consistent Worship 

Text: Heb. 10:24-25 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

March 25, 2007 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 
 

Wednesday Lenten Series Schedule 
See Page 8 
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 The Presbyterian Church of 
            Plum Creek 
 
 
 
  550 Center-New Texas Road 
  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
  secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
  www. plumcreekchurch.com 
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The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July 
and August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  
or place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month. Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 
Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Dr. John J. Lolla 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
  
Christian Education Director:    Linda Bartley 
 
Youth Ministry Director:       Jonathan Curry 
 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  
                   
                   
 
Church School Classes:      Sundays 9:40 to 10:50 a.m.  
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Letter from Dr. Lolla- March 2007 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 Can one person make a difference - a significant difference in the world? 
 Most people seem to look at life in much simpler terms.  What can I accomplish for myself?  I have 
goals that I would like to achieve; making a difference in the world lies somewhere on the extreme 
periphery of accomplishing my life’s goal.   
 Is it narcissism that drives us?  Or does the scale of life seem so far beyond our influence that there is 
no point in trying to make a difference?  It takes people with drive and a need to achieve that is far 
greater than my interests to make a difference in the world. 
 And so we retreat into a small orbit of relationships and interests that fill our precious minutes of life 
without regard for the gifts that we have been given that could genuinely improve the quality of life for 
others around us.    We’re talking about more than being our brother’s keeper.  We’re considering the 
value of our lives for elevating our world to a place where war is ended, poverty eradicated, crime 
eliminated, and sickness removed. 
 Are we so overwhelmed by the unrelenting signs of despair and hopelessness we see that we fall 
back into our privacy and watch the world walk by without any sense of compassion, or motivation to 
apply our lives for its advancement?  A world of passive people allowing their community’s culture to 
deteriorate into inflammatory rhetoric and bitter disillusionment has condemned themselves and their 
peers to a dismal future. 
 What is clear, is that many people abound who are not committed to improving the quality of life within 
their communities.  Their lack of interest condones the harsh condemnation that relentlessly attacks the 
fiber of God’s image in which we were created.  Their disinterest in acting to build up the community in 
which they live does make a difference in the world.  It acts to destroy the efforts of hopeful men, women, 
and children who each day work with others to preserve a community of hope for the hopeless, life for 
the lifeless, and love for the loveless. 
 God does not call His people into passivity, or benign watchfulness – cynically condemning the 
world’s condition without taking action to renew life, provide hope, and extend love to the millions trapped 
in darkness.  God has empowered a select group of people to step forward to make a difference.  That 
group of people is called the Church.  He has not given the responsibility to the many, but the few.  He 
has not made all appreciative of their efforts.  But He has made all aware that He is the one whose 
intention is that all might have life and live it in abundance.  He is not benignly disinterested in the course 
of human affairs, but is intervening in the affairs of humankind by His spirit.  Where that Spirit exists, 
people are compelled to make a difference each day of their lives. 
 Those who are Christ’s can never be content with having done their “best” in His behalf.  From the 
day of our birth to the day we enter the kingdom of heaven, He has said, “As you do it unto the least of 
these your brothers, you have done it unto me.”  As long as there is life and breath within us, we are 
called by our Savior to make a difference.  In doing so, we will show the world that one person has made 
a difference. 
 
 

 
Yours in Christ, 

 
      Jack Lolla 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
 March   5 Earl Miller 
    26 Jack Lott 
    26 Ess Heggie 
    30 Blanche Miller 
 

If you know anyone who is 70 or 
older, please let the church office 
know.  We do not want to miss 
anyone. 

 

 

DEATHS  
   
David Udanis    2/7/07 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Caller Posted on Webpage 
 
Beginning in March, we will be posting the Caller on our webpage.  The webpage can be found at 
www.plumcreekchurch.com     We will continue to bulk mail the newsletter, but you may want to refer 
to it also on the webpage.  Please note that the Caller is on the webpage when you compose your 
articles – be aware that anything you include will be posted on the internet.  Check out the webpage 
for other information about our church including worship services, announcements, staff info and 
calendar.   
 
 
 

Can We Have Your Email Address???? 
The church office is requesting your email address.  Often, we want to communicate quickly (and 
cheaply) with folks from the church.  If you have an email address, can you get it to Kathy in the 
office??  You can call her with it at 412-793-4525 or the easiest way to get it to Kathy is to email it to 
her at secretary@plumcreekchurch.com   
Thanks for you help!! 
 

EASTER WALK  
 

Come join us for Easter Walk on Easter Sunday during the Sunday School hour.  Easter walk will be 
taking the place of our regular Sunday School classes that day for children in Pre-school through 
grade 12, but everyone is welcome.  During Easter Walk you will be following the events of Holy 
Week as you walk from station to station.  Children must be accompanied by an adult.  Please join us 
for this exciting way to walk the path that Jesus walked to Easter Sunday.  Bring your children, 
grandchildren, or come alone. 
 
Easter Walk will be starting in the hallway in front of the Choir Room from 9:40-11:50 AM.  (Easter 
Walk takes about 30 minutes). 
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MICROWAVE NEEDED 
 

The Church kitchen is in need of a microwave.  Before we make a purchase, we thought we would put 
out a call in case someone has one they no longer need.  Call Kathy in the church office if you have 
one you would like to donate.   
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS COMING! 
 
Even though it is cold and snowing outside, it’s not too early to think about volunteering for Vacation 
Bible School.  We’re looking for a few (quite a few) good men, women, and teens to join this fun 
ministry.  Come join us in ministering to the children of our church and community during the week of 
June 25th from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  You won’t believe how much fun it is!  Call Linda Bartley at 
(412) 793-4525 or (724) 337-0073 to join our merry band of volunteers. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Our library has purchased 6 new DVDs.  Come in and check them out.  On these cold and snowy 
weekends, when you hate to leave the house, take out a couple of DVDs from our church library, 
make a big bowl of popcorn, curl up on your favorite chair, and watch a great family DVD.    

 
THE PISTOL - The heartwarming true story of “Pistol” Pete Maravich, one of 
                         the world’s greatest Christian athletes.  Basketball fans will 
                         enjoy this film. 
 
MOTHER TERESA - This is the lifestory of Mother Teresa, the selfless  
                                  missionary who brought hope, love and salvation to 
                                  the poorest of the poor. 
 
THE ADVENTURES OF OCIEE NASH - This delightful and inspiring film 
                                                                  will be enjoyed by the whole  
                                                                   family. 
 
THE THIEF LORD - Magic is just around the corner.  An unforgettable 
                                  adventure in the spirit of Harry Potter. 
 
 
 
HANGMAN’S CURSE (PG-13) -  A complex, intriguing high school thriller, 
                                                     with some unexpectedly positive and 
                                                     important underlying messages.  Watch 
                                                     your locker. Watch your back.  Watch 
                                                     your soul. 
 
THE PERFECT STRANGER - The man told the lawyer he was Jesus Christ. 
                                                 The lawyer decided to call his bluff. 
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In this new column, the Deacons would like to introduce some of our long time members to those who 
may not have had an opportunity to get to know them.  Even if you have known our spotlight subject for a 
long time, you may learn something new about them. 

 
Spotlight On Seniors 

 
 Helen Young has been a member of Plum Creek Church for most 
of her life.  She began attending in 1927 at age 11 when her family 
left the congregation at Logan’s Ferry Presbyterian Church, to join 
Plum Creek Presbyterian instead.  At the time, services were held in 
the upper level sanctuary of the previous building.  Two circular 
staircases led to the second floor while the fellowship hall, kitchen 
and minister’s office were on the lower level.  Helen herself joined at 
age 13.  At the time, young people were not required to attend 
Communicant’s classes, but they did have to appear before the 
Session prior to joining.  Helen’s parents informed the Session she 
wished to become a member, but they delayed her joining as there 
was no one else joining at that time.  On Sunday morning, before the 
service, someone else decided to join as well so Helen was told she 
was to join that day and she stood before the congregation, becoming 
a member of the body of Christ at Plum Creek.  She never actually 
appeared before the Session. 

 
 Over her lifetime Helen has held many roles in Plum Creek Church including performing as the first 
pianist and organist.  She taught every level of Sunday school from pre-school to adult.  One particular 
class she recalls was the 7th and 8th grade girls who held monthly meetings in members’ homes.  After 
she was married, she and her husband moved to Conneaut, PA where he worked on the railroad.  They 
lived in that area for 5 ½ years, joining a Baptist Church there, before returning to Plum Borough.  She 
and her husband raised two daughters, Lois and Carolyn, and she currently has three grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. 
 
 After returning to Plum, Helen returned to her job as a secretary.  She had worked as secretary to the 
office manager at Alcoa before she was married, a job she gave up once she wed “as married women 
did not work outside the home at that time.”  World War II changed many attitudes regarding working 
women and Helen was invited to return to the workforce by Dr. James Hornbeck who was the School 
Superintendent for Plum Borough Schools.  Her daughters were beginning their teenage years when Dr. 
Hornbeck called her asking if she had considered returning to the workforce, pointing out that she had 
two children to pay college tuition for.  Helen became the secretary for the School Superintendent and 
was surprised when Dr. Hornbeck left Plum School District a few weeks later, taking a position with 
Monroeville instead.  When she asked him why he asked her to come to work, knowing he was leaving in 
a few weeks, Dr. Hornbeck replied he wanted to “leave the district in good hands.” 
 
 When asked for a personal faith story, Helen responded with a testament of faith at an early age.  She 
recalled the experience quite vividly.  It was July 4th, 1932.  The minister of Plum Creek at the time, 
Reverend Berryhill, was particularly gifted at reaching the young people in the congregation and 
encouraged them to attend a Christian summer camp program.  Helen recalls that her friends attended 
the camp, but she was not permitted by her parents to go.  When they returned she noticed a difference 
in them.  In her words, “I saw they had something I didn’t have and I wanted it.”  She decided to 
“surrender her heart to the Lord” at age 16. 
 
 Currently, Helen enjoys playing Scrabble and doing crossword puzzles.  She also continues to attend 
a Bible Study group at Seneca Village, the assisted living home where she resides in Penn Hills.  Helen 
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also is enjoying reading “The Man in White”, written by “the man in black”-Johnny Cash.  When asked for 
any prayer requests, Helen asked that people remember her son-in-law, Merle Nonnenberg, (Carolyn’s 
husband) who has a heart condition and had several strokes. 
 
 If you would like to visit Helen Young and hear more stories of her life, she can be reached at (412) 
793-5105.  Cards or letters (her birthday is October 21st) may be sent to: 

Seneca Hills Village 
Helen Young    Apt 107 
5350 Saltsburg Rd 
Verona   PA   15147-3064 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

PRAISE MOVES 
 
Praise Moves  exercise/spiritual class is back!  After the hectic month of December we started in 
January.  We are excited to see so many from the community joining our church class.  The exercise 
and Bible verses are done at your own level and time schedule.  The Praise Moves leaders charge 
$5.00 per session, as you can see on the website www.praisemoves.com.  The first class is free to 
individuals to find out if this is something they would like to do.  Also, if this is a financial burden a free 
will offering is acceptable.  Please see the Bulletin Board for the schedule and call me with any 
questions at 724-339-3281.  I will be speaking to the congregation in the near future to share with you 
the positive and exciting experiences that I have had and your participation in Praise Moves.   Alice C. 
Knopfel 

THANK-YOU FROM GAYNELLE J. JOYCE 
 
   
 
Just wanted to send a big THANK YOU to the "Church Family" of Plum Creek Presbyterian Church.  
My daughter, Stacie Curry was so blessed by the shower the church gave for her and baby Joshua. 
Thanks to everyone that helped to make this a blessed event.  
 
Stacie and Jonathan were both grateful for the many useful/needed gifts. 
 
  May our "FAITHFUL GOD" reward you for your "GIVING HEARTS"! 
 
God bless you richly. 
 
  
 
Love in Christ, 
 
Gaynelle J. Joyce   (Stacie's Mom) 
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2007 Lenten Series Schedule 
 

 
Please join us Wednesday nights in Lent for a wonderful time of worship and fellowship with fellow 

Presbyterian churches from our local area.  Series involves churches, pastors and choirs from Pine Run 
Presbyterian Church, Plum Creek Presbyterian Church, Poke Run Presbyterian Church and Union 
Presbyterian Church.  What a wonderful opportunity to join others to lift up our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ in this very special season!!  

 
 
February 21, 2007 
Ash Wednesday 
Plum Creek Presbyterian Church 7:30 p.m. 
Dr. John Lolla preaching 
Communion service 
 
 
February 28, 2007 
Pine Run Presbyterian Church 7:30 p.m. 
Dr. John Lolla, preaching 
Poke Run Presbyterian Church Choir 
 
 
March 7, 2007  
Union Presbyterian Church 7:30 p.m. 
Pastor Lanny Melinger preaching 
Plum Creek Praise & Worship Team 
 

 
March 14, 2007 
Plum Creek Presbyterian Church 7:30 p.m. 
Pastor Pete Goetschius preaching 
Union Presbyterian Church Choir 
 
 
March 21, 2007 
Poke Run Presbyterian Church 7:30 p.m. 
Pastor Ken Chorle preaching 
Pine Run Presbyterian Church Choir  
 
 
March 28, 2007 
Plum Creek Presbyterian Church 7:30 p.m. 
“Believe” Lenten Musical Ministry 
A preview night for all participating churches 

 
 
 

New Lenten Musical, “Believe” coming soon!!!!!! 
  

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet…BELIEVE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Plum Creek’s 4th year in dramatic Lenten ministry will be coming March 31st and April 1st at 7 p.m. 

in the Plum Creek sanctuary.  A reception in the fellowship hall will follow the ministry.   If you have 
not been a part of this beautiful God-given ministry before, now is the time!!!!!!!!!  This year we 
welcome you to come and celebrate Christ’s life as He touched and forever changed the lives of 
Pilate, Caiphas, Mary, Thomas, and John.  If you have been a part of “Resurrection”, please come 
back and support the ministry again this year.   We are still in need of some financial help as well as 
people to help with set building, greeting, ushering, and help with refreshment setup and cleanup.  
Please prayerfully consider helping in one or more of these areas.  Contact Jeff/Kathy Grabigel at 
(724) 339-0974 if you would like to be a part of this ministry or can help in any way.  A financial 
donation can be made by marking the pew envelopes “Believe”.  A huge “thank you” to everyone in 
the congregation for your support in this wonderful God-given ministry!!!!! 
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THANK-YOU 
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THANK-YOU FROM BARB KIRB
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