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Lessons on Discipleship:  Seeing Him for Who He is! 

Text: Heb. 9:15 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Dr. Lolla preaching 

April 1, 2007 
Palm Sunday 

Sacrament of Communion Observed 
“Believe!” 
7:00 p.m.  

 
Lessons on Discipleship:  Courage 

Text: Heb. 10:39 
7:30 p.m. 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
April 5, 2007 

Maundy Thursday 
Sacrament of Communion Observed 

 
Lessons on Discipleship: Faith 

Text: Heb. 11:1 
7:30 p.m. 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
April 6, 2007 

Tenebrae 
 

Lessons on Discipleship: 
Running in Easter’s Marathon 

Text: Heb. 12:1 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

April 8, 2007 
Easter Day 

Sunrise Easter Worship Service in the Pavilion 
6:30 am 

Please bring your own chair 
 

Cont’d on Page 4 
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The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July 

and August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  
or place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month. Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 
Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Dr. John J. Lolla 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
  
Christian Education Director:    Linda Bartley 
 
Youth Ministry Director:       Jonathan Curry 
 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  
                   
                   
 
Church School Classes:      Sundays 9:40 to 10:50 a.m.  
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Letter from Dr. Lolla- April 2007 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

How will you be measured when your chapter ends in the Book of Life?  
  
 Each of us has been allocated a certain number of pages to write the story of our life.  Some live each 
day as if it is the last, squeezing from every moment a lifetime of importance.  We are driven by a 
passion for making a good witness in this life when we report for admittance to the life to come.  We are 
the courageous, the convicted, the hope-bearers who are undaunted by obstacles – each day is an 
opportunity for God’s glory to shine in us. 
 
 Others will be remembered for our jealous, petty arguments that miss the point of being alive.  The 
cancer of our unwillingness to become fully invested in God’s purpose carries a spiritual disease that 
infects more than our own lives.  Our reluctance to embrace God’s vision robs us and those around us of 
the joy that is experienced when faith, hope, and love exceed the poverty of spirit that condemns a lost 
soul to fruitlessness. 
 
 Within each congregation of Jesus Christ lies a tension between the vitality of faith that bears fruit and 
the paucity of spirit that is barren.  When the balance tips towards fruitfulness, there are brothers and 
sisters who are excited about writing a legacy that bears fruit.  Christ’s people bear spiritual fruit.  
  

When Christians concede to a lesser vision that career success and financial security is the true 
measure of godly faithfulness, or the idle fantasy that self-reliance and accumulating knowledge exceeds 
dependency upon God, we are missing the standard by which God measures the chapters of our life.  
Ultimately, his view of how we have invested our time, our energy, our enthusiasm - is all that really 
matters. 

 
When Jesus mounted the cross on Good Friday, he was unconcerned about measuring his life by 

the world’s standards of success.  When Jesus offered forgiveness from the wood on which he hung, he 
ignored the world’s embrace of vengeance.  When the Roman centurion at the foot of the cross claimed 
Jesus was truly innocent, he rejected the justice of his government that crucified God’s Lamb.  When 
Jesus’ mother watched her son die, only to proclaim her son’s resurrection, she disavowed death’s 
power to conquer her son.  When the Christian persecutor, Saul, became the Gentile missionary, Paul, 
he broke the tradition of his childhood to become an adult with a divine purpose.  Easter was the catalyst 
for each. 

 
 Easter is the source of vitality and fruitfulness for the Christian that God blesses with the afterlife.  
Easter is the power that renews and empowers those who are passionate about bearing fruit.  Easter is 
the motivation that drives the disciple to overcome the obstacles of obstinacy, disinterest, pride, and 
jealousy that fail to bear fruit.  Easter writes the chapters of life for those whose legacy brings honor and 
glory to God. 
 
 Easter is not a solitary worship service that falls annually.  Neither is it a springtime ritual.  Easter is 
the living force whose purpose gives life, not only in this world, but in the world to come! 
 
      Happy Easter! 
 
      Reverend Jack 
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April 2007 Worship Schedule-cont’d 
 

Lessons on Discipleship: Loving Discipline 
Text: Heb. 12:5b 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

April 15, 2007 
Second Sunday of Easter 

 
Lessons on Discipleship:  Staying Strong 

Text: Heb. 12:12 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

April 22, 2007 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 
Lessons on Discipleship: 

Keeping your Eye on the Prize 
Text: Heb. 12:22 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

April 29, 2007 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

      
 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
April    1 Ellis Rosenberger 
 

If you know anyone who is 70 or 
older, please let the church office 
know.  We do not want to miss 
anyone. 

 

 

DEATHS  
   
Elizabeth B. “Betty” Joyce  2/29/07 
 
Myles Duff Sampson   3/7/07 

 

BAPTISMS   
 
Dylan Aidan Overcash  March 11, 2007 
 
 

 
 
 

A reminder for all members to pay their Per Capita.  

Those of us that forget or choose not to, Plum Creek is responsible for a Per Capita fee for every member. In each 
of the last 4 years, this unpaid amount has been in the neighborhood of $5000 a year from our general budget.  

Don't forget the Spring Flower Sale is coming up in May. 

Yours in Christ, 

The Stewardship Committee 

 
 



April 2007          Volume 18, Issue 4            Page 5 
         Page 5  Page 5 

                                                                                                  

 

 
Plum Rotary hosts Pancake Breakfast at Plum Creek 
 
 The newly re-formed Plum Rotary Club is holding its second fund-raising event this year with a 
pancake breakfast in the Fellowship Hall of Plum Creek on April 21.  The breakfast will be held from 8 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. with pancakes, sausages, scrambled eggs, orange juice and coffee served.  Tickets 
are $6 for adults and $3 for children 10 and under. 
 
 Rotary International is a non-profit organization that is devoted to community service.  Assisting with 
local, national, and international community improvement programs, Rotary Clubs around the world raise 
millions of dollars for charitable work to help the disadvantaged.  Paul Harris, a Connecticut attorney 
began Rotary in 1905, in Chicago.  He wanted to take an hour weekly to meet with his friends to talk with 
one another about families, how to help one another in business, and community service projects.  By 
the end of the year they expanded from four to 80 members.  Three years later, a second club was 
formed in San Francisco.  They began by identifying 100 of the most prominent business leaders in San 
Francisco.  A core group of five made a presentation to the 100 leaders which led to over half joining.  In 
1908, Pittsburgh began - the 20th club in the United States.   
 

Bill Boyd from New Zealand is this year’s national leader with the theme “Lead the Way.”  In 
1987, Rotary proposed to eliminate polio around the world.  Over 200 million was raised around the 
United States.  Last year, there were only 800 cases.  In 1987, 500,000 cases globally.  Polio eliminated 
around most of the world through immunizations.  

 
On an annual basis, 7,000 high school youth are transferred between Rotary Clubs, 

internationally in youth exchanges.  Six are in our district.  Seven hundred graduate degree scholarships 
are offered each year, with three last year from our district.  Over 26 million dollars are given each year 
nationally, to help with international projects. Rotary raised $135,000 for Katrina Relief within the Greater 
Pittsburgh district last year.  It was dispersed through work teams that went to Mississippi and conducted 
rehabilitation work from a Presbyterian Church.  The Rotary Gateway Teen Leadership Institute was held 
last year at Robert Morris.  This is a 4-day program for senior highs and junior highs.  About 100 youth 
participated.  The program is designed to teach leadership qualities and drug awareness. 
 

Plum’s Rotary Club is in the process of raising funds for a Rotary Scholarship to be granted at the 
end of the school year for a student or students at Plum Senior High School.  The Club is also committed 
to providing dictionaries for children from the third, fourth, and fifth grades in the Plum Borough School 
District to aid in their reading comprehension. 

 
 The Plum Rotary has also made a commitment to provide one survival box for a family that might be 
afflicted by a natural disaster around the world.  The box would include a tent in which the family might 
live following a disaster, along with cooking and sanitation equipment that are necessary to live for an 
extended period of time. 
 
 The Plum Rotary is grateful for personal and business donations that will enable it to fulfill this 
purpose.  It meets at noon every Tuesday at Palmieri’s Restaurant on Pierson Run Road.  Those 
interested in inquiring about Rotary need only attend.  Visitors are welcome. 
 
 Current members of the Plum Rotary are Jill Allan, the Meritage Group; Felicia Besh, PNC Wealth 
Management; Ron Boller, State Farm Insurance; Bill Cramer, RIMCO Properties; Michelle Fioravanti, 
PNC Murrysville; Joe Fischetti, Accountant; Ryan Hutchison, Edward Jones; Brian Irwin, S&T Bank – 
Unity; Glenn and Wendy Johnson, Minuteman Press;  Deb Lakatosh, PNC; Dr. Jack Lolla, the 
Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek; John Palmieri, Palmieri’s Restaurant;  Dr. Scott Pint, Chiropractor; 
Pam Price, S&T Bank; Barry Prior, Priority Financial Services; Gary Rick, YMCA; Brian Rupp, Curve 
Design; Brain Suley, Rupp and Fiore; Tom Tevis, Standard Bank; Carol Walker, Nationwide Insurance.  
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2007 MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY 

 
 The Pine Run Presbyterian Church is planning a mission trip to Gulfport, Mississippi to work with 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in the rebuilding of those areas devastated by Hurricane Katrina. Our 
team learned last year, there is still much work to be done. They will be leaving Saturday, June 9th and 
returning Saturday, June 16th. Specific travel details are yet to be determined. The cost is $350 per 
person. This includes food, lodging and transportation. The deadline for registration is Monday, April 16, 
2007. The registration forms are in the narthex and must be accompanied with a $50.00 deposit. Space 
is limited to the first 22 individuals who register... so register as soon as you can. Don't let the fact that 
you're not a skilled labored hold you back. If you have a heart to serve and love the Lord, you'll do great 
things. So get out there and put your faith into action! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

SUNRISE SERVICE 
 

There will be a Sunrise Service on Easter morning at 6:30 am in the pavilion. 
Please bring a chair and come to worship in the beauty of nature as the sun rises. 

 

 
 
 

Deacons Corner 

The Deacons THANK everyone who donated blood on March 4th for our semi-annual blood drive. A 
total of 29 pints was collected. Thank each and every one of you. 

Your generosity on Change Sunday is greatly appreciated. This money is used to help with mailing 
College Care Packages, buying gloves and hats for the Coat Tree and various future Deacons 
projects.Thank You. 
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The Annual Rummage Sale - Friday and Saturday, May 4 & 5, 2007 
 

The annual Rummage Sale is just around the corner.  Start digging through your attic, your garage, your 
closet… and donate all of your “rummage” to the Rummage Sale.  During the first week of May, our 
church will be packed full of stuff including clothes, suitcases, furniture, bicycles, books, mugs, Christmas 
Decorations, antiques, jewelry, toys, and plenty of other stuff, too.  Please consider helping with this 
year’s sale.  You can help in many ways: 
 
- We really need help with set up and clean up.    

Set up:  Sunday, April 29  2pm – 4pm  Clean up:  Saturday, May 5 at 2pm.   
- We need lots of help with sorting and pricing.   

Monday - Thursday 9am – 4pm and 7pm to 9pm.   
Exception: National Day of Prayer service Thursday at 7pm.  (no Rummage Sale prep.) 

- We need donations of good, useable merchandise.   Drop off during sorting times listed.  
- We need baked goods for the bake sale on Friday. 
- We need cashiers during the sale 9am to 9pm Frida y and 9am to 2pm Saturday. 
 
This is a wonderful outreach to the community and a great way for our church to raise some funds.  
Proceeds go to the musical “Believe” and the Day Camp.  Questions??  Call Carolyne Ressler at 412-
793-9686. 
 

Things by Jean Manzuk 
My family all tell me my house is an utter disaster 

Perhaps they are right and I should clean out 
The clutter, bring order to chaos. 

But where shall I start? 
The small baby spoon kept to feed the babies their pablum 

Is really too small to make even a dent 
There‘s Aunt Lillian’s mesh flower thank you that she sent. 

The picture filled walls though not great works of art 
Give a tug to my heart because they were painted for me. 

It’s true that my rooms are too full of sofas and more 
But when they all come home, must they sit on the floor? 
My cookware peeks out from all cupboards and shelves. 

I really don’t need three sets of dishes myself 
Though I want to leave each of my children a share 

Of my dishes and pans and four sets of flatware. 
My books line the walls from the floor to the ceilings 

And give me some uneasy feelings, 
But I can’t give them up because I am aware 

That I need to review them to be sure 
That the words that I love are still there. 

Each day brings more and more seed of things 
Of things that I really don’t need. 

Are my treasures all waste 
Since they’ve outgrown my space? 

It’s time to put this list away. 
Tomorrow is another day. 
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VBS IS COMING! VBS IS COMING! VBS IS COMING!! 
 Vacation Bible School 
June 25-29 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon 

 
It’s not too early to volunteer for Vacation Bible School.  We need so many committed volunteers to be 
able to effectively do this amazing outreach ministry.  Last year we had 52 children from our community 
and 15 from our church join us on a week long visit to Son Treasure Island, where the children learned 
that the greatest treasure of all is God’s love. 
 
By volunteering to help, you are providing each child with the opportunity to learn about God and in this 
way you are doing the work that Jesus gave us to do in the Great Commission.  “Go and make disciples 
of all nations.”  We need:  Teachers & assistants, craft helpers, actors & a skit director, a prop person, 
snack helpers, music helpers, recreation helpers.  About 30 people are needed.  Will you please be one 
of them?   To volunteer - call Linda Bartley at (724) 337-0073 or (412) 793-4525.  Thank you! 
 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 

On Sunday, February 25, 2007, the children in our church received One Great Hour of Sharing banks to 
be used during Lent.  We hope that all of you parents will take this opportunity to talk to your children 
about being good stewards of all that God has given us and to remind them that there are many people 
in the world who do not have enough food to eat, a home to live in or safe water to drink.   
 
Please encourage your children earn some money to put in their banks, by doing little chores around the 
house and in this way they will be learning about sharing God’s love with others.  The banks will be 
collected on Easter Sunday and the Sunday following Easter.  They may be turned in during the Sunday 
School hour or dropped off at the Christian Ed. Office.  Thank you! 
 

EASTER WALK 1 
 

On Easter Sunday we will be offering an Easter Walk for families during the Sunday School hour.  During 
this walk around the church, you and your family will be re-living the last days of Jesus’ life on earth.  
Your journey will begin outside the Choir Room on the top floor.  There each child will be given a bag in 
which to put things that are collected at each station.  You will be visiting 10 stations, on both levels of 
the church, where you will be given information, a scripture verse, and perhaps an object relating to that 
station. At some stations you may even be asked to participate in some activity. 
 
Eastern Walk usually takes about 30 minutes, culminating in an Easter Litany in Room 2 downstairs and 
refreshments and fellowship in Room 1.  Come and join us for this fun and exciting  activity that will 
appeal to both adults and children.  
 
 

HOSANNA MISSION OPPORTUNITY 
 

On Maundy Thursday, April 5, 2007, our Confirmation Class will be participating in a local mission project 
for Hosanna Industries.  Anyone who wishes to volunteer to help are welcome to go along.  You must 
however, fill out a volunteer form (available in the CE Office) and no one is permitted on Hosanna 
Industries work sites unless they are wearing a pair of work boots. 
Everyone going will be meeting at the church early in the morning to carpool to the work site and 
returning late in the afternoon.  If you can paint walls, put up drywall, hammer nails, dig with a shovel, or 
are even willing to learn and have a heart to help, we’re looking for you!  To register, stop in at the 
Christian Ed. Office today!     
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
 

Each month new and exciting books(fiction & non-fiction), videos, and dvds for children and people of all 
ages are being added to our church library.  Please come in and check them out!  You will be glad you 
did! 
 
 

BOOK & MOVIE REVIEWS 
 
 
 

Protecting Your Teen From Today’s Witchcraft   by Steve Russo (Non-fiction) 
 
Wicca, a form of witchcraft , has an ever-increasing presence on high school campuses.  Promising 
empowerment and the ability to control one’s own destiny, this pagan religion is enticing countless teens 
- including many in the church. If you’re reading this, you’re probably already aware of the danger Wicca 
holds; perhaps a teen close to you has even begun to dabble in the craft.  Is your teen in danger?  This 
book offers tips on recognizing Wicca’s influence in a teen’s life and offers solid, practical advice for 
guiding kids in the right direction. 
 
 
 
Living Beyond the Limits  by Franklin Graham (Non-fiction) 
 
 
God wants you to experience life to its fullest… but rather than experiencing peace, joy, and excitement, 
maybe hints of emptiness, boredom, and frustration nag at you.  Maybe you find yourself asking, “Is this 
all that life has to offer?” 
 
In Living Beyond the Limits, Franklin Graham focuses on God’s principles and promises essential to a full 
life.  He relates real-life examples of men and women who have put God’s Word into practice under 
some of the most challenging circumstances imaginable.  You’ll be amazed by their stories. 
You’ll also be stirred and challenged as never before. 
 
 
 
Veggie Tales - Lord of the Beans   by Big Idea (DVD) 
 
Lord of the Beans follows the fantastic journey of a Flobbit named Toto Baggypants (Junior Asparagus) 
who inherits a most unusual and powerful bean.  With the help of his mentor Randalf and a spirited group 
of friends, Toto embarks on a mission to discover how he should uses this gift. 
 
On their quest, the group encounters many challenges, including crossing the mountains of Much 
Snowia, and facing the dreaded Lord Scaryman -who seeks the bean for misguided, selfish reasons.  
Will Toto discover the purpose of his gift, or will the scary dude and his Spork army capture the bean and 
wield its awesome powers?  Find out in VeggieTales’ Lord of the Beans. 
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APRIL 1 – PALM SUNDAY 

APRIL 5 – MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 

APRIL 6 – GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE 

APRIL 8 –EASTER 

APRIL 21 – ROTARY PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

APRIL 30 – EDINBORO CHOIR 

MAY 3 (7 PM) – NATIONAL  DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE 

MAY 4 & 5 –RUMMAGE SALE 
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