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Lessons on Discipleship:  Hospitality 

Text: Hebrews 13:2 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

May 6, 2007 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
Lessons on Discipleship: Staying the Course 

Text:  Hebrews 13:9 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

May 13, 2007 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
Lessons on Discipleship: Submission 

Text: Hebrews 13:17 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:0 a.m. 

May 20 2007 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 
Lessons on Discipleship: Doing Greater Works 

Text: John 14:12 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

10:00 a.m. 
May 27, 2007 
Pentecost Day 

Sacrament of Communion,  
Reception of Confirmands and New Members 

Memorial Day Weekend 
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 The Presbyterian Church of 
            Plum Creek 
 
 
 
  550 Center-New Texas Road 
  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
  secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
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The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July 
and August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  
or place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month. Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 
Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Dr. John J. Lolla 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
  
Christian Education Director:    Linda Bartley 
 
Youth Ministry Director:       Jonathan Curry 
 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  
                   
                   
 
Church School Classes:      Sundays 9:40 to 10:50 a.m.  
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Letter from Dr. Lolla- May 2007 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Since I first arrived in Plum Borough, in November of 1983, there has not been a baccalaureate service 
at the Plum Senior High School – a worship service seeking God’s blessing upon graduating students.  
When the Plum Borough School District abandoned baccalaureate is unknown.  Since the Supreme 
Court ruling, Lee v. Weisman, (1992), clergy have not been allowed to pray at school sponsored 
baccalaureate exercises.  But the idea that a religious message be given to high school graduates that 
reminds them of the spiritual dimensions of their lives in America remains as important for graduates 
today as it was for students prior to 1992.   Students are responsible not only for citizenship, but to 
show deference to the sovereign God whose benevolence is necessary for the nation’s future 
prosperity and peace. 
 The belief that America was divinely established lies at the heart of early American public 
pronouncements, as well as in the documents establishing the independence of America from the 
British colonies.  The continuation of that belief through the early nineteenth century opinions of 
Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story, the social doctrine of Manifest Destiny before the Civil War, the 
unsuccessful National Reform Movement of the post-Civil War era, as well as the jingoistic nationalism 
during the Spanish-American War, was promoted through daily public school Bible readings, prayers, 
and baccalaureate services that concluded secondary education.  Until the 1960s, America revered its 
Scripturally-defined covenant with Almighty God. 
 Under the pressure of Establishment Clause court rulings made during the early 1960s, Engel v. 
Vitale and Abington v. Schempp, religious devotions were removed from public education.  The law, 
which had promoted a Christian cultural establishment through public education without mandating 
Christianity as a legal establishment, now became an adversary to expressing the Church’s beliefs 
about God’s sovereignty in publicly-funded classrooms.  Presbyterians, which had supported freedom 
of religion as a constitutional principle since the Scottish and English Reformation, supported the more 
radical constitutional interpretation that emerged following the Second World War.  Church/state 
separation, which had existed in America since the ratification of the constitution, was now re-defined.  
High school baccalaureates went by the wayside with the new interpretations of the constitution as 
school district solicitors questioned the advisability of including such a school-sponsored event as a 
religious establishment. 
 For over 20 years, the Plum Clergy Association has discussed the possibility of re-instituting 
baccalaureate as a community-based program, rather than a school-sponsored event.  Despite isolated 
efforts by congregations to recognize their graduating seniors, a community-wide effort never 
succeeded.  The old reluctance to worship in each other’s sanctuaries that has divided many Roman 
Catholics and Protestants made a church location difficult.  The inability of the school district to take 
initiative to create the event, also made the project hard to accomplish. 
 However, this year, on June 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the Plum Senior High School Auditorium, a 
baccalaureate service will be held by the Plum Clergy Association.  While details remain to be 
completed about who will speak, the Clergy Association has been given permission to schedule the 
event, and to organize it for Plum Borough’s graduating seniors.  The hope of Plum’s clergy is that by 
holding the service at the high school, a neutral site, greater family involvement will emerge, voluntarily 
supporting the event.  It is the Plum clergy’s prayer that the baccalaureate will enhance our 
community’s unity. 
 
       
 

      Yours in Christ, 
       

Jack Lolla 
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Day Camp Receives Special Gifts 
 
The Day Camp at Plum Creek has received several special gifts from the congregation.  These gifts 
include a special gift of $5000 by a church family for use by the Day Camp Board to pay for the 
salary of the camp director for 2007.  The Day Camp is scheduled for the weeks of July 23 and July 
30, 2007.  Two selections are being offered to parents:  Day Camp hours of 9 am – 3 pm Monday 
through Friday at $50 per child per week; extended Day Camp hours of 7 am – 5:30 pm Monday 
through Friday at $75 per child per week.  Advanced registration will enable the Day Camp Board to 
authorize the further hiring of staff for the ministry.  Jonathan Curry has been hired as part-time 
director of the Day Camp. 

DAY CAMP! 
 
This summer our church will be presenting a week long day camp for children in the 1st - 6th grades.  
We will have a ropes course, sports, games, singing, fun and a great opportunity to present the 
gospel to the young people of this area. If you have a child that falls within this age group or a 
neighbor who has children of this age please contact Jonathan Curry at the church ( ext.14) and get 
a registration form in your hands. The dates of the camp will be either July 23rd - 27th or July 30th - 
August 3rd. These two weeks of camp will be life changing for each participant and no one will want 
to miss out.  Also if you are a "Working household" we have a special program that runs from 7am - 
5:30pm daily so you won’t have to make special arrangements for extra childcare.   
 
Day Camp STAFF! 
 
We are looking for college aged people/young adults who would be willing to serve for two weeks 
this summer as a Staff member.  There is compensation available for those that qualify and we are 
currently accepting resumes.  Each staff member should have a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ and willing to work 7am to 6pm on Mondays-Fridays July 23rd - August 3rd.   

MAY- BIRTHDAYS AND MEMORIAL GIFTS 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
No May Birthdays 
 

If you know anyone who is 70 or older, please let the church office know.  We do not want to miss 
anyone. 

 
MEMORIAL GIFTS 
   
For Jeanne and Russell Nesbit 
         David and Mary Jo Nesbit – designated for The Day Camp at Plum Creek 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
 

Spring has finally arrived, which means that Vacation Bible School is just around the corner.  Vacation 
Bible School will take place the last full week of June, from June 25-29th from 9:00 AM- 12:00 Noon.  
Please mark these dates on your calendar and make plans for your children or grandchildren to attend 
this exciting week of learning more about God while having tons of fun.  Spread the word to the children 
in your neighborhood.  Let’s make this the best VBS yet! 
 
 
 

EASTER WALK 
 

Many thanks to all of our Sunday School teachers and teens who helped to make Easter Walk a 
success.  We had a great turnout of 65 adults and children.  We hope that they had a meaningful 
experience reliving the last days of our Savior’s life as they walked from station to station. 
 
 

 
MISSION FAIR 

 
Our Sunday School Mission Fair will be held on Sunday, May 20, 2007 on the front lawn (weather 
permitting).  There will be lots of food, fun, and fellowship.  We will not be having regular Sunday 
School on that day because each Sunday School class will be sponsoring a game to raise money for 
our mission focus which will be Hosanna Industries.  There will be a bake sale, an advance hoagie 
sale, and hot dogs, chips, and pop available to be purchased for lunch.  Hoagies will be ready for pick-
up the morning of the Mission Fair.  Don’t miss our “Real Meal Deal.”    
 
 

 
GRADUATE SUNDAY 

 
On Sunday, June 10, 2007 we will be honoring all of the graduates in our church family at the 11:00 AM 
worship service.  If you know anyone in our church family who will be graduating from High School, 
Technical School, College, or who will be receiving an advanced degree this spring (or finished this 
winter), please contact the Christian Ed. Office at (412) 793-4525.  Thank you! 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 
The summer is fast approaching.  It’s always a busy time.  Remember the Lord is with us everyday in 
every season.  He never forgets us or says wait til I have time.  Please remember your pledges.  And 
always know God remembers us.  Have a blessed summer.   
       The Stewardship Committee 
 
Malachi 3:10 
Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple.  If you do says the 
Lord Almighty, I will open the windows of Heaven for you.  I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t 
have enough room to take it in!  Try it!  Let me prove it to  you! 
 
 

BELIEVE! Thank-You Letter to Congregation 
 
Dear Plum Creek Congregation: 
 
Jeff and I would like to thank each and every one of you for your contributions in making “Believe” a 
wonderful ministry this year.  The Holy Spirit is truly at work here at Plum Creek.  It was so awesome to 
see so many people from our community in fellowship with us to celebrate the joy that God gives us 
through the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
 
Also, it was so amazing to see the Holy Spirit at work from within our congregation as so many people 
volunteered their time, talents, energy and finances for the purpose of giving glory to God.  What 
wonderful blessings and unexplainable joy God has given us here at Plum Creek!   
 
In a world where there is so much heartache and pain caused by sin, thank God for giving us His Son, 
Jesus to be that perfect unblemished Lamb to take away the sins of the world.  Hallelujah!!  He is 
risen!!! And we have new life through Him!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   
 
Please keep Jeff and I and Nicholas in your prayers to help us discern God’s daily will for our lives.  
Please continue to pray for my staff position here at Plum Creek as I seek to discern God’s will for the 
music ministry. God is using Plum Creek in a mighty way!   How beautiful it is for us to be a part of 
God’s plan to bring more people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
To God be all glory, honor and praise!!!! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Kathy Grabigel 
Plum Creek Praise and Worship Leader 
 
 
Additional thanks to Dolane Adams, Greg & Tracey Beehner, Bob & Hazel Berringer, Nick & Ilene 
Calabrese, Bob & Linda Crossey, Wilma Elicker, Dave & Lillian Forrest, Don & Alice Knopfel, Terry & 
Holly Lott, Jack & Melanie Mills, Larry & Dot Mills, Dave & Mary Jo Nesbit, Richard & Bonnie Nesbit, 
Randy & Bonnie Redlich, Blaine & Francis Scherf, Eileen Siems, Larry & Janet Wood, everyone who 
prayed, made cookies, ushered, costumed, greeted, financially supported, came and saw “Believe”, 
everyone who brought people to see the ministry, and anyone else that I may have forgotten.   Thank 
you so much for supporting this God-given ministry.  Our church family is truly blessed to have such 
wonderful people.  Praise God!!!!!!! 
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LOOKING FOR A MINISTRY TO BE PART OF? 

 
If you’re looking for a fun and exciting ministry to be part of, maybe puppet ministry is just what you’re 
looking for.  This ministry is even great if you are too shy to spread the Gospel face to face.  The 
puppets will speak for you while stay behind the scenes.  Please consider giving our puppets voices to 
spread the Good News.  We are looking for new puppeteers to join us in ministry so that we can take 
our ministry on the road.  We would like to have at least two puppet teams with about 6 or 7 people on 
each so we can take turns performing at nursing homes, hospitals, senior centers, libraries, community 
fairs, etc.  We would like to have mixed teams of teens and adults.  You don’t need to have any 
experience or any special talents to be a part of this ministry.  You just need to be 13 years of age or 
older and willing to practice twice a month to take part.  If you’re interested please call Linda Bartley at 
(724) 337-0073.  Thanks!    

 
 
 

 
 
 

Rummage Sale 
Friday and Saturday, May 4 & 5, 2007 

 
Smile, Jesus loves us.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son.” John 3:16 
is the theme of the 2007 Rummage Sale.  For many years the church has served the community by 
providing both a place to bring rummage after doing spring cleaning as well as allowing others to 
buy it at very low costs.  The members work hard, praising God and returning back to Him in 
gratitude for the many blessings in their lives including freedom to live in America, homes, cars, jobs, 
children, parents, friends, their savings, investments, and the numerous things for which we take for 
granted.   
 
Please note the time changes and additional changes in details regarding the Rummage Sale as 
listed below.   
 
Donations for this year's sale may be dropped off at the Fellowship Hall in the rear of the church at 
the following times: 

·  9AM -4PM on Monday, April 30, 2007 
·  9AM -9PM on Tuesday, May 1, 2007 
·  9AM -9PM on Wednesday, May 2, 2007 
·  9AM -4PM on Thursday, May 3, 2007 
No donations for this year's sale will be accepted after 4PM on Thursday, May 3, 2007 . 

  
The Rummage Sale will take place 9:00am – 7:00pm on Friday May 4, 2007, and 9:00am – 2:00pm 
on Saturday May 5, 2007.  The Bake Sale will be 9:00am – 4:00pm on Friday.  There will be a fresh 
flower sale with both individual flowers and flower baskets available 9:00am – 3:00pm on Saturday 
only.  All prices are firm. 

 
Call the church office by April 27 to schedule pick-up of large items and indicate pick-up availability 
during the week before the sale.  If you would like to help with the Rummage Sale but haven’t signed 
up yet, it’s not too late.  Call Carolyne Ressler at 412-793-9686.  Proceeds from the Rummage Sale 
go to the musical “Believe” and the Day Camp.   
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Thank-You Note from Union Presbyterian Church   
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Sunday, May 27, 2007, will be a day to remember and honor your loved ones in 
church.  We will create a bouquet with individual flowers that you bring.  You can 
bring a flower from your yard or one that you purchase.  Along with your flower, 
please bring the name of your loved one printed on a card.  We will include the 
names we receive in the prayer during the worship service at 10:00 am.  
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