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September 2007 Worship Schedule 
“God’s Justice” 
Text:  Lk. 14:11 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
September 2, 2007 

Labor Day Weekend 
 

“Completing what We Start” 
Text: Luke 14:28 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
September 9, 2007 

Church School Begins 
 

“All My Children” 
Text: Luke 15:7 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
September 16, 2007 

Scottish Heritage Day 
 

“Living by the Cooked Book” 
Text: Luke 16:11 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
September 23, 2007 

 
“Recovering our Hearing” 

Text: Luke 16:31 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
September 30, 2007 

Annual Election Meeting of the Congregation and 
Corporation 
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            Plum Creek 
 
 
 
  550 Center-New Texas Road 
  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
  secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
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The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July 
and August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  
or place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month. Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 
Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Dr. John J. Lolla 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
  
 
 
Youth Ministry Director:       Jonathan Curry 
 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  
                   
                   
 
Church School Classes:      Sundays 9:40 to 10:50 a.m.  
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Letter from Reverend Lolla- September 2007 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
    Fall is upon us.  Sunday school resumes.  Children and families return to worship.  Leaves change.  
Football and soccer whistles split the air.  The harvest is in full production.  Parents anticipate the 
accelerated schedule that propels them toward a myriad of activities.  Practices, rehearsals, programs, 
and games crowd calendars with a crescendo of appointments. School beckons with open houses, 
peer pressure, and classroom demands.  Tests and homework lie on the horizon.  The beach, 
mountains, lakes, forests, and camps – cottages, hotels, tents, and trailers - lie far away.  Anxiety 
creeps into the recesses of our minds.   
 
 Can we meet all the demands that autumn brings?   A generation of baby-boomers and Generation 
Xer’s intent upon satisfying their children’s insatiable needs struggle to overcome the younger 
generation’s discontent.  All the while their parents quietly slip into the recesses of time.  It is autumn for 
an older generation.  Does anyone notice? 
 
 America worships youth.  Parents invest the most precious gift God bestows upon us pleasing those 
who have yet to earn their day’s pay.  Those who have paid for their children’s pleasure with their lives 
face the future often with only the memories of their past as their companions.  Grandchildren intent on 
making the next practice, game, rehearsal, or party have no time to sit and hold the hand of wisdom, 
listen to stories from seasoned experience, or learn the lessons that last a lifetime that are too easily 
forgotten. 
 
 Rather than accelerating our lives to meet the passion of desire we ought to slow down life’s pace 
and watch, listen, learn.  Rather than investing time in frenetic activity that makes no lasting contribution 
to people we love, or neighbor in need, we ought to invest ourselves in those whose lives have made a 
difference for ours. 
 
 Autumn is meant to teach appreciation and gratitude for the bounty of God’s gifts.  It’s a time for 
reflection and thankfulness, not the striving for a goal that once meant never satisfies.  A victory on a 
field one week means nothing the next.  A championship one year is meaningless the next.  An 
achievement once earned leaves us craving for another.  We invest too much of ourselves in activities 
void of gratitude. 
 

The older generation remembers when children were appreciative, parents were thankful, and 
grandparents knew the joy of a heavenly providence that enabled them to persevere through the 
seasons of life.  It was a time when families were honored, worship sincere, and life was sober.  
Achievement was the by-product of virtuous living and caring for your neighbor. That generation knows 
the blessings of abundance and want – and the God that strengthened them through times of each. 

 
We would do well to listen to other sounds this autumn than those which come from 

playgrounds. 
 
 

      Yours in Christ, 
 
 

      Jack Lolla 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
None known in September! 
 

If you know anyone who is 70 or older, 
please let the church office know.  We do not 
want to miss anyone. 
 
DEATHS 
Nagy, Orma              5/31/07 
Yurko, Misty D.      7/24/07 
 

WEDDINGS 
Katie A. Gohn & Scott C. Cardinal      6/9/07  
Emily M. Matas & Glenn S. Szitas, Jr.  6/16/07  
Meredith Lolla & John Hedeen    6/23/07 
Amber M. Galehan & John A. Raschiatore    

     8/18/07 
Pamela Minkel & James Wright   8/18/07 
 

BAPTISMS 
Bailey Steele  June 10, 2007 
Tristan Ralph  August 5, 2007 
Michael Pint  August 19, 2007 
 
 

MEMORIALS 
For Orma Nagy 
  Melissa and Dan Keaton    
  Sam and Shelley Shaneyfelt  
  Evelyn C. Baily    
  Bill and Marty Urch    
  Mr. Robert G. McMahon   
  Mrs. Bonnie Caliendo    
  Mr. and Mrs. James W. Kirk   
  Mrs. Dolane Adams    
  Mr. and Mrs. George Thompson  
  Stan and Kathy Zarisky   

Sara and Melvin Miller   
  The Borland Family    
  Randy and Bonnie Redlich   
  Mr. and Mrs. David Nesbit   
  Mr. and Mrs. Duane and Ruth Iams  
  Merle and John Lawther   
  Frank and Rose Nagy  

Mrs. Judith M. Beisswenger   
 

For Rev. George Wright 
Mr. and Mrs. William Urch     

 
 
For William Hudson 
  Mr. and Mrs. William Urch   

   
 

 
 

OASIS 
 

“I will give water to a thirsty land and make streams flow on dry ground.  I will pour out my spirit on 
your children and my blessing on your descendents.”  Isaiah 44:3 
 

Every Wednesday beginning October 3, 5:30-7:30. 
 

The vision of “OASIS” is to provide mid-week evening feeding and fellowship for the body, heart and 
soul.  A casual dinner will be served promptly at 5:30 followed by a short time of praise and worship.  
After worship, there will be several offerings of classes encouraging spiritual growth for all ages.  
Nursery will be provided. 
 
Prayerfully consider being apart of this new concept in ministry for Plum Creek.  There are still many 
areas where help is needed and an opportunity to sign up for these jobs will be posted on the 
bulletin board.  
 
Come and meet your church family and be REFRESHED. 
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR PURPOSE IN LIFE? 
 

If you are interested in learning more about Plum Creek Church or becoming a member, you are 
welcome to attend 
 
   NEW INQUIRER’S CLASS starting 
   Sunday, September 16 at 9:45 am 
   Across from Pastor Lolla’s office 
 
There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex or call the church office at 412-793-4525. 

NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP THURSDAYS AT 1:30 
 

The Holy Spirit has prompted our church to form a new women’s Bible Study group that meets 
every Thursday afternoon at 1:30 for approximately 1 to 1-1/2 hours.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend. We’re trying to ensure that the studies meet the individual needs of the attendees. To start 
we’re having each member choose a Bible study that they are interested in and which they will lead 
for approximately 4-6 weeks. Each member will have the chance to lead a Bible study (although this 
isn’t required) in order to ensure variety in study approach as well as allowing each woman’s voice 
to be heard. We especially want the class to be open to new members. For more information, call 
Kathy Kirk. And feel free to stop by to check out our Bible study on Thursday afternoons. We’d love 
to meet with you. 
 

And if Thursday isn’t a good day for you, or if a different group is wanted (ie, men’s, mixed group, 
special interest), why don’t you pray for guidance and consider starting a small group of your own? 
The Bible teaches us that we need fellowship, and small groups are a great way to do this.   

Beloved Church Family, 
 
         Thank you all for the support, commitment and love you have invested in the educational 
ministry of this church.  You have truly been a blessing to me both personally and professionally 
over the past seven years, but now the time has come for me to step down as Christian Ed. Director.  
I am looking forward to what God has in store for me as I pursue a new path.  This is not a good-bye 
since I will not be leaving the church.  I look forward to working with you all in new ways after a short 
hiatus to renew spiritual and physical energy.  
 

       Love & Blessings, 
                                                                      Linda   
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IS THAT YOUR TRUE IDENTITY? 
 
Calling all children and youth from Pre-School through Senior High.  Join us for Sunday School Kick-
off on Sunday, September 9, 2007 at 9:40 AM in the Pavilion where Grades 1-12 will be playing an 
exciting game of “True Identity” while the Pre-School through Kindergarten will be hunting for tootsie 
rolls.  Don’t miss out on all the fun!!!!!  The winners will be enjoying  a donut party the following 
Sunday. 

 

VBS THANKS!! 

 
Thank you so much to all those who helped to make Vacation Bible School such a success this 
year.  Forty- two volunteers gave of their time and talents to minister to the children of our church 
and community.  We were greatly blessed to have 108 children attend this year.  The family picnic 
on Friday was also wonderful with 187 people attending.  God is truly blessing us.  Well done good 
and faithful servants. 

SPECIAL VBS THANKS TO THE MISSION COMMITTEE!!! 

 
Many thanks to the Mission Committee who gave a  special grant to support our VBS outreach.  
Your donation helped to make this the best Vacation Bible School ever.  With your grant we were 
able to rent  a Moon Bounce which the children were crazy about.  Thanks again for making this 
VBS extra special. 
 

 
Thank You from the Day Camp at Plum Creek 

 
The Board of Directors and Committee members of the Day Camp at Plum Creek would like to thank 
everyone for their support and prayers for the Day Camp.  Though this was only the first year for the 
Day Camp, it was a great success with over 80 elementary aged kids registered between the two 
weeks.   
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP PROMOTION!!! 

 
September marks the beginning of so many cool things, you get new backpacks, new clothes, new 

teachers and for our new 7th graders a new cool thing to do on Wednesday nights!  

We are kicking off our month of September and new school year with a big "WELCOME TO THE 
GROUP" party on Wednesday September 12th starting at 630pm.  There will be games, prizes, food 
and friends.  I know what you’re thinking, you’re thinking, I'm in 7th grade and all those kids are older 
than me and I won't know anyone.   

Well you’re wrong and here is why.  Most of the guys and gals that come out act really like 6th 
graders so you will actually feel like you are older than most of them.  Plus, they are really really friendly 
and are happy to have some fresh faces to see when they come out.  Apparently my mug isn't as 
"fresh" as it used to be. So bring your "mug" and you'll be surprised who you know and how friendly the 
people are that you don't know.   

There are all kinds of cool things happening in Youth Fellowship too.  The biggest is our move to 
Wednesday nights.  This is huge for our whole church and I think could really be a success for all of us.  
I am excited for lots of reasons, like it will hopefully unify our church, give us something cool to do and 
more flexibility on our weekends and now Jessica Merritt will not be able to tell me who won the Steeler 
game before I get a chance to watch it.  Just kidding Jess you know we love you, I am sure you will call 
me Sunday afternoons just to let me know who won (because I watch the games on delay so I can skip 
commercials).   

In addition we have our 1st winter retreat coming.  It will be November 16th - 18th. We are getting a 
band from Grove City, Stacie will be making her famous Hot Chocolate, hopefully there will be enough 
snow to go sled riding and...oh yea we will talk about Jesus too! There will be a bunch of surprises and 
cool stuff you probably have never done before.  You will not want to miss out!  So mark your calendars 
now for a great time and cool friends.   

This year we are "dubbing" the year of the friend.  This year each of us will be targeting a friend or 
friends that we can invite to a youth fellowship activity where they can hear the gospel in a completely 
non - confrontational way and have opportunity to make a decision.  The tag line for this year will be 
"friends don't let friends get burned".   

Plus as always we will be reaching out to our community with our living nativity and perhaps one or 
two other outreach activities. Without a doubt you know we will be having fun, weather its flamingoing 
the Udanis' house AGAIN, or riding small kids amusement rides at Putt - Putt locations across the tri-
state area or playing an inspiring round of "Jonathan ball".   We will be sure to have a great time and 
make some cool memories.   

 

Can't wait to see you!!! 

Jonathan and Stacie Curry 
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Plum Creek Church is having its second Fall Festival. 
 
 
October 12, 13 and 14, are the dates for our Church family to come to Camp Crestfield in 

Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania to enjoy the beautiful orange and gold fall foliage.  First, we will gather 
around the stone fireplace in the main dining lodge on Friday evening for a very brief session on what 
“Shepherding II will include, followed by a time of fun, fellowship, games and lots of snacks.  After 
breakfast on Saturday there will be a session at 9AM on learning to be a “shepherd”.  In the meantime, 
children and teens can enjoy crafts and games in the conference room or outside weather permitting. 

   
At noon, we will come together for a delicious lunch in the dining hall followed by pumpkin 

painting, scarecrow building, apple cider making with an old fashioned wooden cider press, wall 
climbing, a hay ride, a walk in the woods, canoeing (weather permitting),  shopping at the Grove City 
Outlet Mall, or if you prefer, taking a quiet afternoon nap.  Dinner will be around 5 PM, followed by a 
short session on “Shepherding” then it’s toasting marshmallows over the fire and making s’mores and 
playing games.  After breakfast on Sunday morning, there will be a final session on “perfecting our 
shepherding skills” plus crafts for the younger generation followed by a worship service in the main 
dining lodge as we keep warm by the fire in the stone fireplace.  Finally, at noon, we will have lunch and 
then pack up to head home by 2PM.  It will be a weekend of great fun, spiritual renewal, fellowship and 
getting to know your fellow church members better.  Please take time out of your busy schedules and 
join us for all or whatever part of the weekend you can manage. 

 
Camp Crestfield is our Presbytery's Camp, supported by your mission giving so if you haven't 

been up to enjoy the facilities, come up on October 12-14 to see what is available.  It takes about 1 to 1 
1/2 hours to drive to Crestfield.  Registration forms and information on costs will be available in the 
Narthex.  A deposit of $10/person is due to Kathy Kirk in the church office by September 23rd  to 
reserve your place.  Final payment is due by September 28th. The Festival is for the whole church 
family.  If you are unable to stay for the whole weekend, please consider coming up for the day on 
Saturday.  If you then decide to stay over, there are plenty of restaurants and motels available in 
nearby Grove City. 

 
 Call Carolyne Ressler at 412-793-9686 with any questions.  Come enjoy God's gift of the 

beautiful outdoors on October 12-14 at Camp Crestfield!   
 
  
 
 
  
 

Thank you,  
 
  
 

Carolyne and Rebecca 
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Plum Creek Church Fall Festival Costs 
Camp Crestfield – October 12 – 14, 2007 

 
  
Scott Lodge - Private room with bath.  Sheets, pillows and towels included in room.  Bring 

your own toiletries.  Cost for 2 nights + 5 meals,  
 
       Adult                         $109            Single Occupancy 
       Adult                           $70            Double Occupancy 
       Child 6 – 12                $25  
       Child 0 – 5                  free 
 
  
 
Main Lodge - Private room, community bath.  Provide your own sleeping bag or bed linens, 

pillow, towels & toiletries.  Cost for 2 nights + 5 meals 
 
       Adult                           $60            Single Occupancy                      
       Adult                           $40            Double or Triple Occupancy 
       Child 6 – 12                $17.50 
       Child 0 – 5                  free 
 
  
  
 
Cabins - Bunk beds for up to 12 people, community bathhouse.  Provide own sleeping bag, 

pillow, towels & toiletries.  Cost for 2 nights + 5 meals 
 
       Adult                           $30 
       Child 6 – 12                $30 
       Child 0 – 5                  free 
 
  
  
 
If you prefer to drive up for the days activities, and do not plan to stay overnight, the cost to 

have meals at Camp Crestfield are as follows: 
 
Meals, Lunch & Dinner 
       Adult                           $18.00 
       Child 6 – 12                $10.00 
       Child 0 – 5                     free 
 
   
 
Meals, Breakfast 
       Adult                             $6.75 
       Child 6 – 12                  $3.50 
       Child 0 – 5                      free 
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THANK YOU FROM CENTRAL BLOOD BANK 
 
 

 
THANK YOU FROM NEW LIFE BIBLE COLLEGE OF MOSCOW 
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