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October 2007 Worship Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Richard Morledge, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

October 7, 2007 
World-Wide Communion Sunday 

 
Dr. Andrew Purvis, preaching 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
October 14, 2007 

 
Elder Timothy Mayo, preaching 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
October 21, 2007 

 
Elder Edward Smith, preaching 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
October 28, 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������� �

      
The Presbyterian Church of 
            Plum Creek 
 
 
 
  550 Center-New Texas Road 
  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
  secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
  www. plumcreekchurch.com 
 

 



October 2007          Volume 18, Issue 8          Page 2 

 

The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July 
and August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  
or place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month. Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 
Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Dr. John J. Lolla 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
  
Youth Ministry Director:       Jonathan Curry 
 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  
                   
                   
 
Church School Classes:      Sundays 9:40 to 10:50 a.m.  
 
 
 
 

 
Letter from Reverend Lolla- October 2007 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 Life is short.  Each day is a gift that’s never reclaimed.  In our post-modern life there is the deep 
awareness that God has granted us moments to share that are to be treasured – not endured.  Yet, 
many are stressed by each day’s struggle, painfully aware of their discontentment.  Others journey 
aimlessly from hither to yon craving something they can’t identify - unaware of the wonderings they 
travel.  Why can’t we find peace with the abundance we’ve inherited?  Are we implanted with the seed 
of dissatisfaction?  Is it that we’ve failed in accomplishing what we had once thought we could achieve?  
Or, perhaps, we’ve awakened from a fantasy to realize there must be more to life than temporary relief 
from boredom. 

Dissatisfaction abounds around us.  Teens and twenties want more than the gift of their family’s 
love.  Parents want more than each other’s companionship, and the simplicity of their children’s respect 
and devotion.  Singles are uneasy in solitude.  Families are alienated in each others’ presence.  
Churches are restless with uneasy souls who seek more and find less than what they believe they 
need.  “I can’t get no satisfaction” was a hip song during the sixties.  Now it’s the mantra of our society; 
and, for that matter, the Church.    

We stare at a name in a chat room display and pour out our heart through an electronic outburst 
that exposes our emptiness.  We receive text messages from those whom we’ve never seen yet feel 
closer to them than the family members in our home.  What have we become in the endless march of 
life?   

We strive to satisfy an insatiable need to exceed what we already possess.  We seem 
imprisoned by anxiety that can never be resolved; trapped by nervousness we fail to avoid.  Running, 
running, running – to where – from what – with what purpose?  We rest for a moment to read a book 
and are overwhelmed by thoughts of work left undone.  We immerse ourselves in tasks about us; yet 
are tantalized by the craving for quiet – rest – a moment free from the endless pursuit of more.  We 
yearn desperately for the absence of nervousness in our fruitless quest for peace.  What do you seek 
,O’ restless spirit? 

What’s missing is assurance – that quiet confidence that comes from gratitude.   
Do we comprehend the depths of the dissatisfaction that the worship of expanding markets and 

capital growth has bred in us?  Daily messages bombard us that happiness is found in something we 
do not possess, or adventures we’ve never experienced – not the security that grows from intimate 
relationships of faith and love. 

Faith that retains a peaceful heart in the midst of a dissatisfied world is nourished by walking 
each day with those who love us most.  Love that bears all things is strengthened by having faith in 
those who have given all things for us.  Our grandparents and parents loving investment in us was 
meant to reassure us that faith is the greatest power to overcome anxiety.  They left a legacy by not 
asking the deeper questions that torment us in that brief moment when we let our guard down and stare 
in the mirror.  They simply said, “This too will pass,” and continued forward with the security they had 
from God that all will be well in the end. They learned how to do it by first and foremost remembering 
each day to be grateful for their daily bread.  It came not by their efforts, but by the grantor of life.  They 
never forgot the simplest of lessons that Jesus taught his little children.   

So give thanks with assurance for one more day. 
 

     Yours in Christ,  
      

Jack Lolla 
 

 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

October 8 – Alice Yearn 
October 21 – Helen Young 
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If you know anyone who is 70 or older, 

please let the church office know.  We do not 
want to miss anyone. 

 
 

 
DEATHS 
 
Lois Patricia Colchagie   August 23, 2007 
Art Hopperstead     August 30, 2007 
 
 
 

WEDDINGS 
 
Nicholas Starosta and Angela Delo   
         September 8, 2007 
 

 
 
 
 
MEMORIALS 
 

For Orma Nagy 
  Mr. and Mrs. Larry Wood 
  Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Mills 
  Mr. and Mrs. George Manzuk 
  Plum Garden Club 
  Mr. and Mrs. Robert Davis 
 
 For George Isherwood. 
  Mr. and Mrs. David Nesbit 
 
 For Art Hopperstead 
  Constructors Association of Western  

Pennsylvania 
  Green Acres Contracting Co Inc. 
  Mr. and Mrs. David Nesbit 
  Rycon Construction, Inc. 
  Joseph B. Fay Co. General Contractors 
  Ben and Nancy Kupka 
  Snyder Charitable Foundation 
  Nancy Woods 
  Norwin Construction Co. 
  Mr. and Mrs. George Thompson 
  Bob Flock 
  Rita and Willard Spalding 
  Margaret H. Bell 
  Evelyn (Evans) Long, Lois (Evans) Dick,  

Sally (Tucker) Evans

   

 
 

OASIS 
 

“I will give water to a thirsty land and make streams flow on dry ground.  I will pour out my spirit on 
your children and my blessing on your descendents.”  Isaiah 44:3 
 

Every Wednesday beginning October 3, 5:30-7:30. 
 

The vision of “OASIS” is to provide mid-week evening feeding and fellowship for the body, heart and 
soul.  A casual dinner will be served promptly at 5:30 followed by a short time of praise and worship.  
After worship, there will be several offerings of classes encouraging spiritual growth for all ages.  
Nursery will be provided. 
 
Prayerfully consider being apart of this new concept in ministry for Plum Creek.  There are still many 
areas where help is needed and an opportunity to sign up for these jobs will be posted on the 
bulletin board.  
 
Come and meet your church family and be REFRESHED. 
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Dr. Lolla takes Vacation and Study Leave  
 
 This October, Dr. Lolla will be taking a two-week vacation during the first two weeks of the month.  
He will be visiting his parents in Norwalk, Ohio those weeks.  The last two weeks of the month, he is 
planning on working on the church history.  He has completed the history through 1975 and is 
hoping to come close to finishing it by the end of his study leave.   

“It gets easier in the sense that I am more aware of what occurred during my own pastorate.  
But it becomes more complex since I know too much and not all of it is necessary to include,” Dr. 
Lolla states.  “This has taken much longer than I ever expected it to.  But having never written a 
book before, I made some agreements when I was asked to write the church’s story that have made 
this a major project. 

“I had never seen a congregation history that took seriously the faith of the church’s 
members.  Congregation histories generally capture the highlights of pastors, a few elders, and the 
social dignitaries that worshipped in a church.  Bound histories are usually written by wealthy urban 
congregations.  Rarely does a rural congregation invest much effort in re-telling its story. 

“I wanted to capture the faithfulness of the families of Plum Creek as I heard them share their 
stories around coffee tables, dining room tables, and front porches of their homes.  Having pastored 
our congregation for over two decades and been invited into the most important family experiences 
that required faith in Jesus Christ, I believed there was a tremendous witness to the general Church, 
and a disbelieving public, that needed to be told.  I asked that I be granted permission to write from 
this perspective rather than an institutional perspective.  Little did I know how much material there 
would be.  Our congregation lies hidden in many respects.   What we see on Sundays and holidays 
is only the surface of the ministry Plum Creek has had through two centuries. 

“I was asked by several church members who have read much history, that I frame Plum 
Creek’s story within the general cultural context of each era.  They believed the story would be more 
interesting to read.  This brought much more information into the story than would have been 
included if the material was only limited to Plum Creek’s institutional history.  Although in some 
places the story goes into great detail about events that did not occur in Plum Borough, it is meant to 
explain how Plum Creek members found themselves in alien situations, why they responded the 
way they did, and what it meant to them as Christians to have these unexpected experiences. 

“With these two basic responsibilities guiding my writing, it is evident that the history can not 
be contained within one cover.  I am attempting to raise financial support to make the work 
affordable to our families and have been successful in receiving some nice contributions from 
individuals interested in the work. 

“I appreciate the interest that so many have shown by contributing family memorabilia, 
photographs, letters, and diaries.  While this project has been exhausting, I hope that when it is 
finished, what Christ has done through the people of this congregation will be lifted from obscurity 
and isolated memories to a public witness that brings honor to Him who has sustained us for over 
200 years.” 
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NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP THURSDAYS AT 1:30 
 

The Holy Spirit has prompted our church to form a new women’s Bible Study group that meets 
every Thursday afternoon at 1:30 for approximately 1 to 1-1/2 hours.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend. We’re trying to ensure that the studies meet the individual needs of the attendees. To start 
we’re having each member choose a Bible study that they are interested in and which they will lead 
for approximately 4-6 weeks. Each member will have the chance to lead a Bible study (although this 
isn’t required) in order to ensure variety in study approach as well as allowing each woman’s voice 
to be heard. We especially want the class to be open to new members. For more information, call 
Kathy Kirk. And feel free to stop by to check out our Bible study on Thursday afternoons. We’d love 
to meet with you. 

 
The current Bible study is “Living Free” by Beth Moore. This is a fantastic Bible study and is a 

great introduction to Bible study in general. The “homework” is light, with the emphasis on the 
weekly group discussion. Women are welcome to attend even if they’ve missed previous 
discussions- we promise you won’t feel left behind! 
 

And if Thursday isn’t a good day for you, or if a different group is wanted (ie, men’s, mixed group, 
special interest), why don’t you pray for guidance and consider starting a small group of your own? 
The Bible teaches us that we need fellowship, and small groups are a great way to do this. If anyone 
is interested in starting a new group, call Kathy (412) 793-4525 to find out how to get it started. 

 
Minute for Mission-What's new??? 
 
The mission committee recently purchased a wireless pager system!!!!  
What do you ask is a wireless pager system ?   
Been to a restaurant lately where you had to wait?? They give you those little vibrator or light pagers 
to alert you that you table is ready...same concept here 
OK- now I know what it is...What am I going to do w ith it? 
The pager will be given to parents leaving their children in the nursery or toddler room.  If the parent 
is needed the nursery worker will  "soundlessly" page the parents. Parents are comforted in knowing 
they may be reached in an instant if the need arises. 
Ok what can I do to help? 
God is working are you  willing to work with Him? We are in need of some loving arms to volunteer in 
the nursery.  If we all take a Sunday the load will be light. Please call Judy White or Sheri Gibson if 
God is calling you to be involved in this mission. 
PS. If you haven't seen the new nursery stop down and take a look.  Thanks to all who donated their 
time, their shopping, their "baby"  items,and their dollars.  May the Lord bless you. 
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MEET HOWARD ALTER 
 

Howard Alter has been a member of Plum Creek Presbyterian Church all his life.   As he says, he 
was “born into the church,” was baptized there and has remained a lifetime member.  Howard recalls 
the old two story red brick church building with the sanctuary on the second floor.  Sunday school 
classes were held in the sanctuary, downstairs in the fellowship hall as well as in the kitchen.  There 
were still horse sheds in front of the church for the McCrady’s buggy.  Once they no longer came to 
church in their horse and buggy, those were torn down. 
 

When Howard first joined the church, there were Elders and Trustees only.  When the Board of 
Deacons was established in the 1950’s, Howard served on the first board for 2 terms.  He then 
served as a Trustee for a total of 27 years off and on. Howard was also president of the 
congregation, a position that no longer exists. 
 

Howard served proudly for 4 ½ years during World War II as an officer in the Navy Civil Engineer 
Core.  Upon returning home, he worked with his father in the feed store in New Kensington.  The 
store closed in 1968 as many farms gave way to new housing developments.  Howard then became 
Executive Director of Theta Chi Fraternity, headquartered in Trenton, New Jersey.  This is a national 
college fraternity with 150 various locations.  Since the executive office was located in Trenton, NJ, 
Howard traveled between Pittsburgh and Trenton for 21 years. 
 

Howard never married, but it’s common to visit and find family sitting in the living room for a 
Sunday afternoon chat.  Margaret, who lives across the street, prepared dinner a few nights a week 
for Howard, and the family dines out frequently.  Margaret is the widow of Howard’s cousin.  
Howard’s nephew helps care for the horses and cows that are still living in the big red barn as well 
as caring for the property. 
 

Howard enjoys reading and watching sports on television.  The Steelers are usually on during 
football season.  Howard also keeps busy by serving on three fraternity committees.  He keeps in 
touch with old fraternity friends as they get together for dinner on occasion. 
 

Howard says he “lives his faith.”  He goes to the Lord in prayer for everything, and he is 
especially thankful for all that God has provided and done for him in his life.  He feels he has been 
abundantly blessed. 
 

Howard resides in his own home.  To some “old-timers” it’s known as the old Booth farm.  If you 
want to drop Howard a note or a card, his address is:  RD #2, Box 400-A, 7151 Leechburg Road, 
New Kensington, PA  15068. 
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  

 

 
October... 
 
As I sit to write this update of the youth fellowship to you I am amazed that its time for changing leaves.  
This is Stacie and mine favorite time of the year.   We love the weather, the football and the scenery.   
 
As Joshua grows up and starts falling all over the place as he begins to learn how to walk, I see some 
great analogies for our little youth fellowship group here.  
 
As I have already celebrated 1 year of ministry Joshua is just now making plans for his big 1st birthday 
extravaganza.  These past 10 months have been great, we have watched a sleepy little person grow 
into a little boy.  Just as we have watched this group of teens and young people start out with this 
attitude of uncertainity to a rather confident well bonded group of friends.   
 
They have come a long way and are getting ready to make some serious strides any day now.  Which 
means that now more than ever they need our support.   
 
Last month I wrote to you to tell you about the "Year of the Friend" and how "friends don't let friends 
burn" is our target.  This month I am writing to you and asking for your prayer.  These teens have each 
targeted a friend that they want to target this school year that they are going to pray for and ask the 
Lord to draw them into Himself.  They have committed to live out the life of Christ as best as they can 
and try to focus some of that "love" toward their targeted friend.   
 
These friends aren't friends who are lost by attending other churches they are friends who genuinely 
are lost and don't go to any church.  So the task we are asking of our youth is a huge one that many of 
us as adults don't take a hold of in our daily lives.  
 
Please remember them as they embark on this journey and try to take their 1st steps.  
 
Also please keep in mind that the Youth Retreat is coming in November 16-18.  We have booked a 
band, a speaker and a great time for all.  These youth have been challenged to bring a friend to this 
retreat as well so we hope that as we preach the gospel in word and deed that some will be accepted 
into the kingdom that weekend.  
 
Please Pray for us !  
 
Jonathan Curry 
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   Attention:  Parents of Kids 4 years through 6 th grade!!!!!! 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek would like your support and prayers for a new ministry for your 
children.  This new children’s ministry is called Kidz Alive!!.   Kidz Alive will offer a worship experience 
specifically targeted to children ages 4 through 6th grade. 
 
The goal of Kidz Alive is to provide a ministry that will help children become disciples of Jesus Christ 
and help develop their personal relationship with Him. 
 
The start date is Sunday, October 7, 2007 and will have no end date.  This will be an ongoing ministry 
each Sunday throughout the year. 
 
The times for Kidz Alive are *8:45-9:30 a.m. for the 8:30 a.m. service and *11:15-12:00 p.m. for the 
11:00 a.m. service.  *The start time is approximate.  The children will be dismissed from the sanctuary 
after the Children’s Message.   
A Kidz Alive representative will escort them to the Fellowship Hall where they can be picked up after 
service. 
 
This will NOT take the place of Sunday school.   This ministry is a biblically based high energy worship 
experience for the kids incorporating music, dance, drama, puppets, crafts, games, and artwork.  Kidz 
Alive will enhance what they learn in their Sunday School lesson not replace it. 
 
Please support us by making the effort to bring your child on a weekly basis as well as your prayers for 
God’s perfect will in this new endeavor.  This will be a wonderful opportunity to get more of the body of 
Christ involved in our children’s ministries here at Plum Creek as well as our children a wonderful way 
to experience Christ!! 
 
Isn’t this soooooooooooooo exciting?!!!!!!!!!!  God is doing wonderful things here at Plum Creek and we 
are so fortunate.  To Him be all praise and honor and glory!!!!!!! 
 
Joyfully, 
 
 
 
Kathy Grabigel 
Kidz Alive Coordinator 
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ISAIAH 44:3 
“I will give water to a thirsty land and make streams flow 
on dry ground. I will pour out my spirit on your children 

and my blessing on your descendents.” 
 

 
 

Wednesdays 
5:30-7:30 P.M. 

Beginning October 3, 2007 
 

Dinner, Worship and Spiritual Growth for ALL ages. 
 

Be Refreshed 
Restored 
Renewed 
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