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November 2007 Worship Schedule 
 
 

Elder, Joseph Marzullo preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
November 4, 2007 

 
Life-Long Stewardship 
Text:  Matt. 25: 12-13 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
November 11, 2007 

 
Uncovering Your Talents 

Text:  Matt. 25: 25 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
November 18, 2007 

 
Plum Clergy Association Community Thanksgiving Service 

Our Lady of Joy Roman Catholic Church 
7:30 p.m. 

November 19, 2007 
 

Accounting for your Stewardship 
Text: Matt. 25: 37 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
November 25, 2007 

Sacrament of Communion Observed 
Christ the King Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���������� �

      
The Presbyterian Church of 
            Plum Creek 
 
 
 
  550 Center-New Texas Road 
  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
  secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
  www. plumcreekchurch.com 
 

 



November 2007          Volume 18, Issue 9            Page 2 
         Page 2  Page 2 

 

 

  
The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July 

and August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  
or place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month. Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 
Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Dr. John J. Lolla 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
  
 
 
Youth Ministry Director:       Jonathan Curry 
 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  
                   
                   
 
Church School Classes:      Sundays 9:40 to 10:50 a.m.  
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Letter from Reverend Lolla- November 2007 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 Do others see Jesus in us? 
 The session reflected on this during our October meeting.  Church leadership is always being 
compared with what church members and the public think is the ideal way by which Jesus lived.  What 
do you see?  What attributes of Jesus do you use to measure those who are called by God to lead a 
congregation? 
 As we consider how Jesus lived, let us look at the record of His life.  He showed that he was a 
person of deep conviction about God’s sovereignty.  For Jesus there was no other God, but Him from 
whom all blessings flow.  We also recognize that Jesus had a deep belief that God was personally 
interested in our lives, and whether or not we are faithful.  Jesus was not simply concerned about 
preserving the status quo of religiosity – people having the outward appearance of being religious but 
not really committing themselves completely to God.   He called His followers to open their hearts 
without reservation towards the Father, as well as towards one another, and to those who persecuted 
them.  Jesus did not want God’s people to sin, and He called them to a life of righteousness.  Jesus 
then forgave God’s people with the expectation that they would respond to His forgiveness with 
gratitude by ending those practices that were sinful.  Jesus had a deep concern for the poor, the needy, 
those who were hungry and in prison.  He called His followers to take care of them in His name, and to 
lead them to His love.  Jesus held a standard of obedience to God that was uncompromised by the 
threat of government punishment for believing in God – He was courageous.  Jesus was a man of 
prayer who submitted to the Father in all things.  Jesus gave up all pretensions of earthly desires and 
offered Himself completely for the life of others.  Jesus told the truth about God and His followers 
regardless of whether or not His followers, or an ambivalent public, wanted to hear it or accept it.  Jesus 
lived His life as worship.  Jesus did not sin. 
 All of us, including those called to lead others within Christ’s Church, would look at this list and say 
that no one measures up to being a reflection of Jesus.  We can not see Jesus mirrored by church 
leaders any more than we can see Jesus reflected in ourselves.  All of us sin.  None of us can embody 
the entire character traits that Jesus possessed.  Every church leader who is overwhelmed by the 
responsibility of being called to lead like Jesus is humbled by their inability to be what God calls them to 
be.  As the Apostle Paul says, “For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing that I hate.”  (Ro. 
7:15)  This does not allow church leaders to avoid the comparison, or consider its impossibility as a 
reason to ignore the responsibility to lead like Jesus. 
 But what it ought to do for those who are divinely called to follow those whom God has called to 
lead, is to keep our focus not upon the sin of those who lead, or upon the sins of each other, but on the 
purity of Jesus Himself.   Yes, church leaders are intended by God to be examples of Jesus as 
shepherds entrusted to the care of His flock.  But all of us, church leaders and members alike, are 
responsible to keep our eyes not on one another as sinners, but on Jesus Christ our Lord who saves us 
from our sins.  Good church leadership is intended by God to point others to Jesus, not towards 
themselves.  Good church membership is called by God to be motivated by our love for Jesus Christ, 
not whether or not church leaders fulfill all of the traits and characteristics of Jesus Christ.  If we can 
just get Jesus’ forgiveness of others right, that in itself would be a reason for all of us to be generous 
with our thanks.  Happy Thanksgiving! 
       

Yours in Christ, 
      Pastor Jack 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
November 1  Robert McMahon 
November 1  Arleen Bradley 
November 9  Wilma Elicker 
November 20  Dorothy Rosenberger 
November 24  John Thompson 
 

If you know anyone who is 70 or older, 
please let the church office know.  We do not 
want to miss anyone. 

 
 

 
DEATHS 
 
Melvin Miller    September 29, 2007 
 
 

WEDDINGS 
 
N Rhonda Bitting and Nicholas Sehn   
         October 13, 2007 

 
 
MEMORIALS 
 
For Orma Nagy 
 Mrs. Carolyn Nonnenberg   
 Lois Kowalski and Helen Young  
 
For George Isherwood 
 Mr. and Mrs. David Nesbit 
 
For Art Hopperstead 
 Ms. Lisa McMaster, McCormick Taylor,Inc. 
 McCormick Taylor, Inc.    
 Ms. Kim Marie Hopperstead  
 Ron and Josephine Marino    
 Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Shaneyfelt   
 Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Mills    
 
For Melvin Miller 
 Plum Creek Cemetery     

Mr. and Mrs. David Nesbit 
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YOUTH NEWS 
 
Winter Retreat.  
 
The youth backed me into a corner.  
 
They some how have me committed to dying my hair a funky color or shaving my head (to include my 
goatee and eyebrows) if they can get enough participants for this years retreat.  
 
I must confess I am a bit nervous and torn. You see I want a lot of youth to come but I am some what 
fond of my hair. So you can see my situation. 
 
Again I must ask you this month for your prayers. not only to help my resolve the issue of my hair but 
also to help continue the momentum that is happening with our youth fellowship.  
 
Last month as you may recall I asked for you all to pray for our retreat and for the youth fellowship in 
general. I can tell that at least some of you did because our kids are starting to get it. Last week we had 
the highest number of youth attend that we have had since we began meeting at the end of the 
summer. What was most exciting was we have 2 new members! To top it off 4 of our high school 
students who come regularly are committed to other activities for the next couple of weeks and yet we 
are still seeing growth. Imagine what our group will be like this time next month!  
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Now, that I have said all that let me say this...It's never ever ever about the numbers. We should never 
judge ministry by "looking at the numbers". That how you judge athletes, salesmen, and finances. 
Ministry, especially, is about effectiveness. Which gets me even more excited because not only are 
these kids bringing themselves and trying to, when possible, adjust their schedules, but they are also 
bringing friends. So we are making an impact. They are hearing His message and responding not only 
by demonstrating personal growth but also by desiring to share that with others. That my friends and 
battle mates has everything to do with you, our prayer warriors, interceding on our behalf to ask God to 
move on the hearts and lives of our teens.  
 
So keep it up, drink your "spiritual gator-aide" and join me with back on our knees. We are seeing God 
move here, it's so exciting!  
 
Thank you for entrusting me with this critical area of ministry.  

--  

Jonathan Curry  

 

 
 

��������	�
���
��
����
����	�������
�
���������	�


�����
���
��������������������������� �������������
��	�����	���������������������������� ����
����
���������������
����
�����
��������	����	������	�
� 



�
�
������������
��������������
�
�	��� �	�������	�	���!�"#��$�$�%�&&�&#��$�$�'���� ���
�����	���������(�
)������"��������
����
�* �
 �������
�
������+������
��������
,������-
����������.��/�)�������������������������
 ����0�����	����
��������
�����
�����	�������������� �������
1������
������	��
�������������
���������	��������� �	�
������
����$�
�
��� ����������!"#�!���$���"�
�
�	���2�
�������� �	���������	��	��"�33��$�$����*� 33��$�$�
)������)����	��������������
�
������+������
��������
,������-
�����������
���
�������������	������������ ����������	��������	���������	�����������
�����
��� �
�
�������	����	���
����������	���	��
���������
������ ����	�	������
�������$�
�����	���������4��������&* �
 ����!�53��$�$�%�&&�33��$�$����������

PRAISE MOVES 
 
PraiseMoves has started the next session along with Oasis Program. Every Wednesday evening at 
7:30 all are welcome to exercise to God’s Word. There is no fee for this session. For those who have 
not exercised lately, you can start in a chair, move to a standing position and work towards the more 
difficult moves. Along with exercise we are learning specific Bible verses. For this session I am 
focusing on JOY! If you have any questions please call me at 724-339-3281, Alice Knopfel 
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Family Advent Night 
This year family advent night will be held on Sunday, December 2, 2007.  We will be hosting a 

“potluck” dinner.  And there will be a puppet show “Santa’s List” performed by Sedecky’s Puppets.  
Please look in future bulletins for more information.  So save the date and mark your calendars for 

family advent night. 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP THURSDAYS AT 1:30 
 

The Thursday afternoon women’s Bible study group will be starting a new Bible study on the book 
of Romans. As with the previous Bible study, this one focuses less on daily homework and more on 
the weekly discussion. You can drop in any time and still benefit from the prayers and discussion.  

 
The book of Romans is an excellent book to study to get a good grounding in Christianity and the 

righteousness that comes by faith, not works. We’ll be reading the entire text of Romans over the 
duration of the study. If you’d like to get a copy of the study book that we’re using to guide us, please 
ask Kathy Kirk and she can help you out. 

 
Please feel free to stop by and check us out. Visitors and new members are always welcome! 

DEACONS CORNER 
 
 
The Deacons are in need of all current college student addresses in your family. We like to send 
care packages around exam time and don't want to leave anyone out. Please contact Kathy  Kirk 
with  addresses. 
 
There are audio tapes available of our Sunday worship services. If you or anyone you know is 
interested in receiving one please let one of the Deacons know. 
 
It's time again for our annual winter coat drive on behalf of the Plum Food Pantry. More information 
will be announced during Sunday services. The coats are due by November 4, 2007 to be 
distributed before the weather gets too cold. 
 
Operation Christmas Child is coming in November. We will have boxes available to be filled . The 
gifts are sent around the world to underprivileged children showing Christ's love for them. Please 
remember to include a $7.00 check inside the box to cover the mailing cost. 
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A Letter from Jim Brees: 
 

October 1, 2007 
Dear All, 
 
The call came with urgency and the voice at the other end of the line was not one of panic but of one 
who felt great pain and loss.  The voice said they had made their decision and it was time to move to 
another part of the country. 
 
I know their concerns.  How will those they had been discipling find a community to support them in 
their new faith?  How would they respond in the face of the pressures of their families and the society 
around them?  The family had endured bombings near their ministry site and their children’s schools.  
Their daughter had to wear a burqa (full veil) in order to go to school.  In the light of the crackdown on 
the movement of women the clinic had become mobile taking medical care to women in their homes.   
 
They are not the only ones who are unsure of what tomorrow will bring.  Many of you are aware of what 
has been happening in Pakistan recently:  the deportation of Nawaz Sharif (the former Prime Minister), 
the impending return of Benazir Bhutto (another former prime minister), the increase of suicide 
bombings throughout the country, the coming elections, the unrest that has accompanied the 
campaign, the court cases that have challenged the eligibility of our current president to run for another 
term, and Osama Bin Laden’s call to the people of Pakistan to holy war against the current government.  
All of the above have created a sense of fear and instability in the general population as well as 
inconvenience due to the closure of roads and other facilities in order to maintain peace, law and order. 
 
From communications with the administration of the hospital in Sialkot I have heard that things there 
are calm and quiet.  I hope to visit there on the weekend to be able to fellowship with the staff and to 
get a few things I need in Murree from our storage there. 
 
Murree has also been relatively quiet, although we have felt the effects of some of the road blocks and 
activities in Islamabad.  There have been the need to change some plans in order to not be in 
Islamabad on certain days and the SAISA swim meet was canceled due to security concerns.  Eighteen 
students (including Rebecca) had trained hard through the summer and then for the first month of 
school to have the opportunity to compete on a swim team--the first in MCS history.  They trained on 
land during the week and had four practices on Saturdays in the pool at International School of 

Calling all Books!!!! 
 
Every year, we give the new officers of our church books to assist them with leading the 
congregation and to prepare them for the positions they are about to assume.  These books are The 
Book of Order, The Book of Confessions, and The Ord ination Vows .  The church purchases 
these books.  The books, for the most part, do not change from year to year.  So, this year, rather 
than restocking our shelves by purchasing books, we are putting out a plea to anyone who has 
these books and is not using them.  If you have any of these books and would like to donate them 
back to the church, please just leave them in the office and we will, then, recycle them.  If you are 
still using the books, please keep them - but if you are not, we will be happy to take them off your 
hands!!!!  Thanks for your help!!!!! 



November 2007          Volume 18, Issue 9            Page 9 
         Page 9  Page 9 

                                                                                                  

 

Islamabad.  It is hoped that it will be rescheduled for the spring, but there is hope of a dual meet with 
ISOI before the October break. 
 
Arriving back in Murree two days before school started meant that Nate, Rebecca and I had to hit the 
ground running.  The kids are doing well, I am struggling to keep ahead of my three Bible classes, 
keeping house, and trying to adjust my schedule to my energy level and medication schedule.  This has 
had its ups and downs and I would be lying if I said that I had it all figured out.  Pray that that I would be 
able to clearly describe the situation to my neurologist and to Carol and that we are able to come to a 
regimen that will give me a more consistent amount of “on” time and not as much of the rollercoaster 
that I seem to be riding these days. 
 
I guess you could even say that the whole situation here could be described as a rollercoaster at the 
moment.   
 
Pray for the coming elections, that they would go smoothly, that they would be honoring to God and 
that they would not involve the rioting and loss of life we have seen so many times before. 
 
Pray for the parts of Pakistan where there seems to be a growing anarchy and the people live in fear of 
particular groups or sects who have taken it upon themselves to enforce their laws through force, 
threat, and violence.   
 
Pray for the church in Pakistan.  There have been several murders within the faith community by those 
from outside the community and those within.  Pray that the government and law enforcement officials 
would take the rights of minority citizens seriously. 
 
Pray for Carol as she shares the work of Christ in Pakistan with churches in the USA for another month 
before coming back to Pakistan.  And pray for us as we pass through this time of having to be apart. 
 
Thanks you for your prayers for us as we seek to serve in the Name of Christ Jesus. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Jim Brees 
 

A letter from Carol and Jim Brees in Pakistan 

August 27, 2007 

Dear Friends, 

A concerned mission committee member asked me recently, “Did you know the PC(USA) has taken 
you off their Web site?” I was taken aback because I did know that, but this reminded me that I had not 
communicated that fact to you, our supporters. 

In Islamabad in June there was a confrontation between the Pakistani government and the Red 
Mosque. As a result of this, threats were made without any particular targets specified. So our pages 
and those of some other co-workers in Pakistan were taken down to decrease our visibility on the Web 
for a bit. Unfortunately, this came at a time when people have been worried about funds and there have 
been rumors of Presbyterian co-workers leaving the field. We assure you that this is only a move for 
security reasons. 

At this time Jim, Rebecca, and Nate have returned to Pakistan. The new term for Murree Christian 
School started on August 21. So far, things seem to be going well at the school this term, although a 
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couple of new teachers still do not have visas and a couple received them late; so some staff has not 
yet arrived. The principal, my brother Jerry Kabell, is trying to sort out the schedule. Jim is going to be 
teaching Bible classes there for 8th, 9th and 11th grades this term. Please pray for them in this busy 
time. 

I (Carol) will remain in the States through the Mission Challenge in October. Between now and then I 
am contacting some (unfortunately not all) of you who we were unable to visit as a family. My schedule 
is as follows: 

August 21–26 – Hillsdale, Michigan 
August 27 – September 2 –Alma, Michigan 
September 3–7 – Spokane, Washington 
September 8–13—Port Angeles, Washington 
September 14–18 – San Jose, California 
September 19–30 – Los Angeles, California and vicinity 
October 1–4 – Louisville, Kentucky, for Mission Challenge orientation 
October 5–11 – Presbytery of Northern New York 
October 12–24 – Presbyteries of Sacramento and Stockton, California 
October 24–November 1 – Presbytery of Nevada 
November 2 November 4 – Louisville, Kentucky for debriefing 
November 5 – fly back to Pakistan 
November 7 – Arrive in Pakistan 

Should you wish to contact me in any of these places I am carrying a cell phone with the number (412) 
953-8305. It would be great to talk with you! I would also appreciate your prayers for wisdom and 
stamina during this time. 

October has been designated Mission Challenge month by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). I am one 
of 47 co-workers who will be going to 143 different presbyteries to share the stories of what God is 
doing in the world. I am excited about this because of the increased connectedness this will engender 
between congregations and co-workers. 

Another part of Mission Challenge ’07 is an appeal to every church in the denomination to support 
Presbyterian missionaries like me. In September, all pastors and clerks of session will receive a letter 
alerting them to this upcoming appeal. In October, churches will receive bulletin inserts for one Sunday 
and a copy of a DVD featuring the new director of world mission, Hunter Farrell. This will be an appeal 
for support for missionaries both in prayer and in finances. Jim and Hunter have known each other 
since the early 1980s when they both were students at Fuller Seminary. We were also neighbors of 
Hunter and Ruth and their two children when we lived in Louisville in the early 90s. We have long 
admired Hunter’s integrity and commitment to the work of Jesus Christ around the world, which has 
included serving in Zaire/Congo and Peru. My hope is that this will not be seen as yet another attempt 
to separate people from their money, but as a concerted effort to unify the church in its support of world 
mission. 

For those of you on our list who are not Presbyterian, I apologize for the long explanation. You will not 
be directly affected by this in October, but because you are on our list you may receive a direct mailing 
as well about the Mission Challenge. Thanks for bearing with us, and for your support and 
encouragement as well. 

In the meantime, ministry continues at the hospital. Please continue to pray for everyone there—Dr. 
David Sohail, the director; Sr. Khurshid, the nursing superintendent; and all the doctors, nurses, and 
staff working in what usually is a hot and busy time. 

In my absence, three of my labor room nurses have left to work in Saudi Arabia. Please pray for them 
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because as this is a wonderful opportunity for them to work in more advanced hospitals (and make 
more money). But they often feel isolated from friends and family. 

Please also continue to pray for Ittehnan, the daughter of Sr. Mussarrat, who died last winter. Ittehnan 
turned 2 last month. Just before I left for the States she was finally able to sit in the same room with me 
without crying. Pray that she will grow up to be the woman of God that her mother envisioned and for 
wisdom for me to know how to support her in that. 

Our family is thankful for all of you that we have been able to visit so far and I look forward to seeing 
many of you in the next couple months. Thanks for your continued support and encouragement in so 
many ways. 

Yours in Christ, 

Carol Brees (for the family)  
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