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December 2007 Worship Schedule 
 

“The Battle for Christmas: Tomorrow or Today?” 
Text:  Matt. 24: 42 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
December 2, 2007 

First Sunday in Advent 
 

“The Battle for Christmas: Truth or Consequences?” 
Text:  Matt. 3:8 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
December 9, 2007 

Second Sunday in Advent 
 

Church School Pageant 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
December 16, 2007 

Third Sunday in Advent 
 

“The Battle for Christmas: God or You?” 
Text: Matt. 1:19 

Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
December 23, 2007 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

“The Battle for Christmas: Christ or King?” 
Text: Matt. 2:12 

7:30 p.m. Communion Service 
11:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols 

December 24, 2007 
Christmas Eve 

 
“The Journey from Christmas:  Exile or Home?” 

Text: Matt. 2:13 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
December 30, 2007 

Christmastide 
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The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July 

and August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  
or place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month. Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 
Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Dr. John J. Lolla 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
  
 
 
Youth Ministry Director:       Jonathan Curry 
 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  
                   
                   
 
Church School Classes:      Sundays 9:40 to 10:50 a.m.  
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Letter from Reverend Lolla- December 2007 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 Fear is a powerful emotion.   Emerging from life’s sorrows and suffering, as well as from the 
imagination of things unseen, it paralyzes people.  Stock markets rise and fall largely because of fear.  
When fear is absent, people make the most foolish decisions.  Yet when fear is present, even the most 
innocent choice seems monumental.  Fear prevents us from exploring new adventures in life.  Fear’s 
dark side is filled with hopelessness and despair.  Some would say fear is a prison from which there is 
no escape.  Others would say that life without fear is irrational. 
 When the unexpected happens that is beyond comprehension, fear is often the reaction.  People 
steeled against the expected do not react to a crisis in the same way as those who are unprepared.  
They lose their fear, for they have thought about the unexpected, considered what it might represent, 
weighed the possibilities, and come to an understanding that there is no longer a threat.   When the 
unexpected becomes the expected, fear vanishes.  But when the unexpected exposes our lack of 
preparation, fear is surrounded by the sense of powerlessness that comes from not being in control of 
what is happening. 
 When the angels came to a hillside in Bethlehem, they made a short, pithy statement, “Fear not, for 
behold we bring you good news – for unto you is born this day a Savior, who is Christ the Lord!”   The 
heavenly messengers immediately address the human extinct to react to the unexpected in fear.  There 
was no forewarning to the shepherds in the fields of God’s pending intervention in the affairs of 
humankind.  Although there were prophesies from old about a coming Messiah, when it’s cold and 
windy, and the flock is wandering away from the warmth of an open fire, and foreboding darkness hides 
surrounding dangers, no one’s mind is on unfulfilled prophecies.   
 The day of the Lord comes like a thief in the night, defying preparation. 
 The sight of angels, imagined but never seen, suddenly appearing from where they had lain hidden 
all along, shocked the shepherds.  It stirred the flock.  When people and animals are afraid, they 
scatter.  The angels had not been sent to scatter the flock, but to gather God’s chosen ones beside a 
more unexpected sight – the living presence of Himself on Earth.  Shepherd and sheep, together are 
called to the Holy of Holies, the place where no one but the ritually purified dared to stand without being 
destroyed on account of their impurity.  
 Neither prepared, nor pure, the shepherds were summoned to the presence of Holiness itself to 
stare into the face of God.  They neither comprehended what they saw, nor appreciated what it meant.  
They returned to their hillside to continue what they had done for countless nights before, unaware of 
the magnitude of their journey to Bethlehem.  During those initial moments on a Judean hillside when 
God’s messengers appeared from nowhere to the nomads of life the message of this initial encounter 
between sinful man and the Exalted was He who could consume you with the wrath of His judgment, 
whose will can end your existence in a moment, whose power can destroy celestial balls, and whose 
might can create universes – He whose face you can never see without losing your life before His 
holiness invites you into His presence and protects you with His love so that you might know He is with 
you always. 
 Come see Him – without fear!  Be at peace and know that I am God. 
 Prisoners trapped behind death’s frightful bars, are freed for life through Christmas.   
 

      Be not afraid!   
 

      Reverend Lolla 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
December 2  Adamay Williams 
December 15  Bonnie Redlich 
December 25  Jim Shephard 
December 26  Lois Holmes 
 

If you know anyone who is 70 or older, 
please let the church office know.  We do not 
want to miss anyone. 

MEMORIALS 
 
For Art Hopperstead 
  Mr. Gerald J. Pitzer, P.E.    

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Lott    
W. A. Blose      
Plum Contracting 

   

STEWARDSHIP- DECEMBER 2007 
 

As we head into the final month of 2007, just as we had last year, we have fallen behind in our pledged giving.  Last year we 
made up the deficit with a strong month in December and finished the year in a positive note.  As a congregation, we are true to 
our pledges in mission giving and capital accounts, but our funding for the day to day operation of the church continues to fall 
behind.   
 
    Once the Stewardship Campaign for 2008 is completed a number of new ideas will be begun. The results of the five question 
survey will be published in the Caller.  We also will return to giving a weekly or monthly update of our giving in the Caller or 
bulletin.  We also are creating a 'shepherding'  program to better meet the needs of the congregation.  Any other suggestions you 
might have on Stewardship can be placed in the Stewardship mailbox in the office. 
 
    Finally,  we wish everyone a most joyous Christmas! 
 
    Yours in Christ, 
    The Stewardship Committee 
 
 

New Women’s Study  
Mary – the mother of Jesus 

 
Mary is one of the most revered women in history, but she was an ordinary 
woman striving to please God in the same way that women still do today.  We 
can learn a lot from Mary’s story. 
 
The Thursday afternoon women’s study group will be starting a new study on 
Thursday, Dec. 6, at 1:30 in the afternoon.  We will be reading a short fiction 
book titled “Unafraid,” which is about Mary.  It is written by Francine Rivers.  
Francine Rivers is an excellent Christian fiction writer who takes what is in the 
Bible and uses it to create a story.  We will read a chapter of the book each 
week and do a study on what the Bible reveals about Mary.   
 

Come and be a part of this study to bring Mary’s story to life.  Please join us on December 6 at 1:30.  
Call Kathy Kirk in the church office (412-793-4525) for more details.   
 
Note: The ROMANS study will be suspended in order for the Mary study to be conducted over 
Christmas. We will resume the ROMANS study once the Mary study is completed. Please note that the 
ROMANS study has been changed so that women can feel welcome to stop by any time and they won’t 
feel lost! Don’t worry about whether or not you have time to do “homework”! Come check us out and 
join in the discussion. 
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP REPORT 
 
 
 It has actually been quite an encouraging time to be involved in youth fellowship. I have been very 
impressed by the number of youth who have been so consistent in attending week after week.  
 
 By now I am sure that you have heard that we changed the name of the youth fellowship group from 
"youth fellowship" (very creative) to Mi Life. We  based it upon the verse in 2 Timothy 4:16 that says "let 
no one look down on you because you are young". 
 
 I think sometimes we get used to saying the same thing, "oh those youth are in trouble, their lip rings 
are sending them south when the die, tattoos are  the devil and that rock music...my goodness." 
 Meanwhile some of our greatest, most committed youth come from "single parent/ broken homes" and  
 have various piercings. 
 
 Fact is its this type of thinking that Paul was addressing in 2nd Timothy. If you look at the history here 
Timothy was sent to pastor this church and  was believed to becoming "ineffective" because these 
older members wouldn't  see past his age to hear what his heart was saying.  So these older members 
 thought Timothy was "ineffective."  But what we read is that Timothy was the man and in the end sets 
the place on fire...spiritually.  
 
 Change isn't pretty and often isn't easy but I believe that this change in the name in the youth 
fellowship's title is the place where we have decided to start talking about a change in our hearts.  If we 
could see the world  through His eyes how much more beautiful and painful would it be? Would we 
 see the beauty of his servants? Would we be grieved by the need of His saints? Would we be more 
aware of those who don't know Him? More importantly  would we have the courage to go where He 
wants to send us? 
 
 Mi Life refers to the Millennial reign of Christ and allowing that reign to begin in our lives today.  I 
believe one of the 1st things we need to do is  eliminate the why.God gives our teens so much to deal 
with if we asked why we would never to get to when and how.  If you never get to when and how, 
 you'll never get anything done and soon become like so many young adults  today, "doing their own 
thing waiting to get serious about God as soon as the pastor, leader or God Himself gives me a good 
reason too" 
 
 I have challenged the youth to forget the why get to the Who, when and how  of this life and let the why 
figure itself out. 
 
 We saw some evidence of that in late October when over 20 youth attended the Malisee's corn stalk 
maze. We didn't beat our new visitors over the head  with Bibles but we did invite them back and I am 
confident we will be seeing a lot of them again soon.  So some of you are now saying what did you 
 accomplish? We loved them, welcomed them, invited them, we took the 1st  step. 
 
 Will you join us in prayer as we take the 2nd and 3rd steps? 
 
 Jonathan Curry 
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LIVING NATIVITY 
 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 15 AND 16, 2007 

6:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 
 
 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PLUM CREEK 
550 CENTER-NEW TEXAS ROAD 

PITTSBURGH, PA  15239 
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A letter from Carol and Jim Brees in Pakistan Novem ber 21, 2007 

Dear Friends, 

Welcome back! Welcome back! What sweet words to my ears—from my family, then friends and 
colleagues in Sialkot, then fellow Forman Christian College board members, now from friends here in 
Murree where Rebecca and Nate attend school. I arrived back in the country on Thursday, November 
9, after an absence of five months. Jim, Rebecca, and Nate returned to Murree to begin school at the 
end of August. Leaving the States two days after General Musharraf declared a state of emergency in 
Pakistan, I was unsure how things would go. Would flights be changed? Would airports be closed? It 
was a joy to walk off the plane into Islamabad airport where the whole family was waiting to meet me. 

Unfortunately, with the convoluted flight plan that Gulf Air had mapped out for me, my luggage didn’t 
arrive until a week later, minus a few of my possessions. Despite all that, it is truly good to be back. 
Thanks to those of you who have prayed for me as I traveled. 

The first week has been a collage of reconnecting. We drove to Sialkot on Thursday and stayed the 
night. On Friday we talked with people in the hospital, catching up on the last five months. In 
conversations with the hospital director it was decided that I would stay in Murree for the rest of 
November so that we can reconnect as a family. 

Saturday was a day of board meetings for Forman Christian College. Then on Sunday we went back up 
to Murree where the school term is in full swing. Rebecca left Tuesday for Dhaka with the girls soccer 
team. They competed in the South Asia International Schools Association Tournament. (Flash 
update—they are back, having been rained on by the cyclone in Bangladesh and finishing fifth in a ten-
team league.) 

So now that I have had time to sit and think about how to sum up the last few months of travel, Mission 
Challenge ’07, and my return to Pakistan, what have I learned? 

The last five months I have been in Pennsylvania, California, Kentucky, Missouri, Michigan, 
Washington, New York and Nevada, speaking in many Presbyterian churches and some other 
denominations as well. October was that intense push known as Mission Challenge ’07. The churches I 
spoke in were diverse in many ways besides geographical location; some were large and some small; 
some “conservative” and others “liberal”; some liturgical and some non-liturgical; some had 
contemporary praise bands, some sang only traditional hymns. But without exception all listened to me 
graciously, prayed with and for me, and many gave quite generously as well. I hope that many will 
ultimately decide to relate to a PC(USA) mission co-worker as well. 

Throughout the summer the Holy Spirit has impressed on me how much we need each other. To truly 
be the Body of Christ we must support one another. That involves communication. Communication can 
be difficult, both from the mechanical and the personal sides. During the last two weeks I have 
experienced a variety of challenges with Internet access, and I apologize for any late or missing 
communications from my side. But even in the States where wireless networks abound, I witnessed 
many communication difficulties. These difficulties occurred at various levels and were bi-directional. 
Sometimes difficulties were within congregations; sometimes between congregations and presbyteries; 
congregations and General Assembly Council staff in Louisville; presbyteries and GAC staff, and of 
course, mission co-workers with any or all of the above. 

These observations have led me to make some resolutions about how I should communicate. 
Acknowledging that I have already failed in some of these, I still want to share them: 
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A letter from Carol and Jim Brees in Pakistan Novem ber 21, 2007-cont.d  

 

1. My brothers and sisters in Christ are not mind-readers. No matter how obvious something may 
seem to me, if I haven’t said anything no one knows what I am thinking.  

2. I also am not a mind reader. No matter how sure I am that I know what my brother or sister is 
about to say, I will let them say it, listening carefully.  

3. I will assume that my brothers and sisters in Christ take their faith as seriously as I take my own.  

4. My brothers and sisters in Christ are as imperfect as I am. They may not always say exactly what 
they mean. I will seek to clarify before I react to statements.  

5. My brothers and sisters in Christ are as forgiven as I am. I will remember unmerited grace that I 
have received even as we disagree.  

6. In the spirit of not causing my brothers and sisters to stumble, I will try to avoid using language 
that I know provokes.  

7. I will pray for those with whom I disagree (for their welfare, not simply that they will see things my 
way!).  

In short, I echo Paul’s words in Ephesians 4:15: “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things 
grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.” 

Please keep praying for our family and our ministry here in Pakistan. Pray for the elections, which are 
now set for January 9. There is much more I would like to share, but it must wait for the next letter. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all as well! 

Yours in Christ, 

Carol Brees (for Jim, Rebecca and Nate) 
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