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December 2008 Worship Schedule

Watching and Waiting
Text: Il Pet. 3:13
Dr. Lolla, preaching
10:00 a.m.
December 7, 2008
Second Sunday in Advent

Getting Ready!
Text: | Thess. 5:2
Dr. Lolla, preaching
December 14, 2008
Third Sunday in Advent

The Christmas County Spelling Bee
10:00 a.m.
December 21, 2008
Fourth Sunday in Advent

The Point of His Arrival
Text: Titus 2:11-12
Dr. Lolla, preaching
7:30 p.m.
Sacrament of Communion
11:00 p.m.
Lessons and Carols
December 24, 2008
Christmas Eve

The Twelve Days of Christmas
Text: Lk. 2:24
Dr. Lolla, preaching
10:00 a.m.
December 28, 2008
Christmastide
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The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July and
August). If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  or
place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office. To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was
originally published. To submit an editorial be sure to include your name. The deadline for all articles

is the 15" of the month . Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD

format when possible. Thanks!

2002 or text)

Church Address:

Office Phone Number:
E-mail Address:

Office Hours:

Minister:

Praise & Worship Team Leader/
Children's Choir Director:

Director of Educational
Ministries

Organist

Worship Services:

Sunday School Classes:

Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek
550 Center-New Texas Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15239

(412) 793-4525
secretary@plumcreekchurch.com

Monday — Friday,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Dr. John J. Lolla

Kathy Grabigel

Andrea Hall

Kathy Novak

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Sundays 8:45 a.m.
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Letter from Reverend Lolla - December 2008
Dear Friends in Christ,

Have you ever thought you were living as part of a greater, invisible plan that will arrive at an outcome about
which you are uncertain? Or, perhaps, you think you have a glimpse of that hidden plan and its outcome, but do
not want to admit that you might be living in it? In either case, you are so invested in living for the moment that
you have difficulty seeing how the big picture connects with the present?

You and | have been taught the meaning of Christmas and Advent for as long as we have attended church.
On the one hand, we remember Christ’s birth. On the other hand, we vaguely expect that He will return to
complete His mission of saving the world. Along with the story of Christ’s birth, we have been reminded that the
simplicity of His birth does not lend itself to the type of consumer-driven, present-buying culture of an American
Christmas.

We understand that Christ’s salvation is not related to acquiring more “toys under the Christmas tree.” We
teach this to our children. We carefully explain to them that Jesus’ birth is “the reason for the season,” not
receiving Christmas presents. Some of us try to teach love for others at Christmas by getting involved in
charitable acts for the needy. But we can'’t prevent ourselves from participating in the present-shopping, party
throwing, merriment-making of Christmas. Joy to the world, the Lord has come has become inextricably
entangled in the festive atmosphere and Christmas morning blizzard of paper that we've come to believe
represents the spiritual joy of Christ’s birth. In fact, it is not.

Now enters 2008. For the first time since my birth, in 1953, America is facing scarcity. Tens of thousands of
homes across our nation cope with unemployment in the middle of Advent and Christmas. Businesses that
seemed recession proof confront the reality of laying off more workers. Home foreclosures are at an all time high.
Washington D.C. is governing from weakness — fear of a depression that will cripple our country’s ability to be the
global “light upon a hill.” At the same time, the Chinese economy — where a nation of over a billion people does
not buy homes with credit — continues to grow beyond that of America. We are a debtor nation, relying upon
billions of dollars of foreign investment to prop-up our banks and investment institutions. We have become
indentured servants to the world.

Christmas for America is as sobering a time as it was for the Soviet Union during the Christmas of 1994, when
a revolution of the spirit brought down the communist empire. This year's Christmas is teaching us humility. It is
a painful lesson to learn that greed, trust in material salvation, and exercising freedom and liberty to disregard the
simplicity of Bethlehem’s manger do not possess the joy of Christmas. A national tolerance of greed has
permitted the few the liberty to pursue self-interest at everyone’s expense. Where communism'’s atheist utopia
was deconstructed by people yearning to be free from socialism’s tyranny, the self-interest fueling capitalism is
being disowned as the hope of the world by a people yearning to limit the effects of their greed.

God’s salvation that came to Bethlehem was not entangled in the worship of materialism God'’s salvation
promised through Christ's Second Coming will be at the expense of worldly prosperity. Those who grasp these
biblical truths will understand anew what Jesus meant when he said, “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God.” Perhaps this year America will understand Christmas’ joy the way it was meant when Jesus
was born, and, when He comes again.

When we do, we will have a lot more explaining to do for our children who await the “toys under the Christmas
tree” as their divine right. Can we be joyful at Christmas without material prosperity? This is the salvation plan
that lies beyond our vision. When we finally get our minds around the real hope of this season, we will experience
a rebirth of the spirit that will allow us to see the salvation plan we are living. And find true joy amid our scarcity.

Merry Christmas!

Pastor Jack
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BIRTHDAYS

DEATH
December 2  Adamay Williams
December 15  Bonnie Redlich Harold Crayle Kitchen ~ November 2, 2008
December 25 Jim Shephard
December 26 Lois Holmes MEMORIAL GIFTS

If you know anyone who is 70 or older, please
let the church office know.
We don’t want to miss anyone.

For Bill Holmes
From Marilyn Riedinger

Deacon’s Corner

asking all the wonderful bakers in our church family to donate 3 dozen of their best 4 &)

Christmas cookies. We will display the cookies downstairs in Fellowship Hall where J_
you will be able to fill a" dinner size" Styrofoam container with as many cookies that

will fit but still close the lid for $10.00.

There will be a "Cookie Walk" sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

During these difficult times the Deacons receive requests for help in all areas that ,.&
affect daily life, so all proceeds from the COOKIE Walk will help our "Special Needs" % c c
fund. 2255/

The Deacons will host a “Cookie Walk December 14th after church service. We are w::ih

Operation Christmas Child  would like to thank everyone who helped us with
our shoe boxes, because of you we will be able share the gift of God’s son,
Jesus Christ with needy children all over the world.

The Deacons would also like to thank everyone who took a name from our coat
tree to help local needy families to be able to keep warm this winter.

Demonstrate you Thankfulness

Plum Creek Church relies heavily on a seasonal increase in contributions each year starting around
Thanksgiving. These contributions help support the work of the church now and throughout the year. During this
season please consider demonstrating appreciation for your own good fortune or good health by making an
additional contribution or, if you haven't done so already, by committing to a consistent giving plan.
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Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

As we usher in the new church year, | hope that each of us can look back with a smile and ahead with hope. | am

thankful for such a wonderful church family, and | hope that each of you has a blessed Advent and Christmas!

Things continue to go well in the Christian Ed and Youth departments. Attendance at youth fellowship has been
steady, and we have even seen some new faces at a few of our meetings! The youth have tackled some tough
discussion topics, and they've had plenty of time for fellowship, as well. This past month, the youth even threw me
and my new husband a wedding shower! | was so surprised and so thankful for their generosity. We received gifts

of recipes, kitchen gadgets, Christmas ornaments, and spices. Thank you all so much! We felt very loved.

In addition to that, the youth also participated in a number of other events. The senior high attended the Silver
Ring Thing in McKeesport on November 16, while the junior high students went bowling at Nesbhit's. Family
Advent Night was held on November 30, and a number of the youth participated in the puppet ministry with Linda
Bartley. The youth have also been hard at work in preparation for the Living Nativity, which will be held December
6-7. If you have not volunteered, please see me! And, if you are unable to volunteer for any reason, we do hope

that you will be able to attend the nativity and support the young people.

As | have been thrown into the planning of the Living Nativity, it has caused me to think about the importance of
such a ministry. It is not an easy ministry. It involves planning and hard work and standing in the cold for hours.
Yet, for some, it will be the only time this year that the story of Christmas is heard. When we participate in this
ministry, we are proclaiming the good news to the community. We are saying, "Our God, the Almighty God of the
universe, who made the stars in the sky, came to earth as a little baby. He did this so that we might know him. He
did this so that, despite our sin, we might ascend to heaven and be a part of the life of the triune God."
Proclaiming this story is no simple task. We are pointing to Christ and telling people, "If you are seeking, look
here!" I'm thankful that Plum Creek has decided to take on this ministry, and | am even more thankful to be a part
of it this year. My challenge to all of us is that, amid the hustle and bustle, amid the planning and programming, let
us not forget that what we are doing is not just entertainment, and it is not just providing a family activity (though it
is certainly those things, too!). We are doing much, much more. Let us do so with the same spirit of humility and

grace in which our Lord came to us as a baby.

Blessings this Christmas,

Andrea
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Youth Fellowship Bowling
by

Chelsea Wilkins

The junior high members of our Youth Fellowship group went
bowling on Sunday November 16". We spent the evening at
Nesbit's Lanes. Most of us were able to bowl four or five
games, with many of us hitting 100 or more points per game.

My group had Caroline, Donna, Adam, and me. | had my first
bowling strike ever — too bad that it happened on the last frame
of our first game! Mr. Samarco said that my strike was the
lightest he had seen anyone bowl and still get a strike!

All of the junior high kids agreed that we had tons of fun and that we can’t wait to go back
again. Thanks to Mr. Samarco, Mr. and Mrs. Ressler, and Mr. Nesbit for a fun-filled evening
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To all those who helped us in our recent time of need, we want to give a heartfelt thank you. We are told to
praise Him in the good times and in the bad and | do indeed praise God for all the blessings in our life, but
especially for the blessing of our church family. To everyone who bought us diapers or food or gave in another
way, you don't know how much it meant to us. Thank you and may God bless you all as He has blessed us.

Sincerely,
w A grateful mother

Thank you for the prayers and concern for my mother, Margaret Klein. The visit
from Dr. Lolla was especially appreciated.

Dolane Adams

*% *kkkkkkkhhhhhhhrkhkxkx *kkkkkkkhhkx
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FOCUS ON
MARRIAGE

To be held here at the
Presbyterian Church of
Plum Creek

February 28, 2009

WATCH FOR MORE
DETAIL
or
Call Bonnie Caliendo at
412-795-0234
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