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Summer 2008 Worship Schedule 
 
 

Looking for Hidden Treasure 
Text: Matthew 7:21 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

June 1, 2008 
 

Healing the Unlovable 
Text: Matthew 9:12 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

10:00 a.m. 
June 8, 2008 

 
The Rev. Dr. William Sutherland, preaching 

10:00 a.m. 
June 15, 2008 
Father’s Day 

 
Willing Learners 

Text: Matthew 10:24 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

10:00 a.m. 
June 22, 2008 

 
The Dividing Word 

Text: Matthew 10:34 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

10:00 a.m. 
June 29, 2008 
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5 Birthday, baptism, and 
wedding announcements, 
Graduation Day, 
Day Camp information 

6 Day Camp registration 

7 Praise at the Pavilion 
 Third handbell octave 
 Strawberry Festival 

8 VBS information 
 Day Camp Mission Page 1 

9 Day Camp Mission Page 2 

10 VBS advertisement 

11 Rummage Sale Report 
 Mrs. Stover’s thank you 

12 Brees Mission Page 1 

13 Brees Mission Page 2 
 Deacon’s Corner 
  

14 Mission Committee 
 Keep in Touch 

15  June Calendar 

16 July Calendar 

17 August Calendar 
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Summer 2008 Worship Schedule  

 
 

The Music of Jim Worthing!!! 
10:00 a.m. 

July 6, 2008 
Independence Day Weekend 

Sacrament of Communion 
 

Mission Trip 
Thomas Wood, Speaking 

10:00 a.m. 
July 13, 2008 

 
The Time of Separating 

Text: Matthew 13:30 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

10:00 a.m. 
July 20, 2008 

 
Treasure of Highest Value 

Text: Matthew 13:45 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

10:00 a.m. 
July 27, 2008 

  
  

DDrr..  RRiicchhaarrdd  MMoorrlleeddggee,,  
pprreeaacchhiinngg  
10:00 a.m. 

August 3, 2008 
 

Dr. Richard Morledge, 
preaching 
10:00 a.m. 

August 10, 2008 
 

Dr. William Paul, preaching 
10:00 a.m. 

August 17, 2008 
 

Rev. Douglas Portz, preaching 
10:00 a.m.  

August 24, 2008 
 

Paying the Heavenly Piper 
Text: Matthew 16:25 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

10:00 a.m. 
August 31, 2008
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The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July and 
August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  or 
place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month . Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 
Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Dr. John J. Lolla 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
  
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 10:00 a.m. (starting 6/8/08)  
                   
                   
 
Church School Classes:      Sundays 8:45 a.m. (starting 6/8/08) 
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Letter from Reverend Lolla- Summer 2008 

 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 As another public school year draws to a close, several ministry initiatives are emerging, both within 
the community as well as at Plum Creek.   The Plum Clergy has attempted to develop a community 
baccalaureate service for graduating seniors at Plum Senior High School with school officials.  Instead, 
it will hold its own baccalaureate service on June 1st at 3 p.m. at the Pittsburgh East Community 
Church on O’Block Road.  The speaker will be Joseph Ionta, a teacher at A.E. O’Block Junior High and 
Plum Senior High track and cross country coach.  Many of Plum’s Roman Catholic and Protestant 
clergy will participate in the service.  This is the first time a baccalaureate service has been held by the 
Plum Clergy Association since the service was discontinued by Plum School District officials during the 
1970s.  It marks a first effort to provide for the community’s graduating seniors a message to pursue 
God’s purposes for their vocational and personal future upon their graduation from school.  
Baccalaureate is not limited to graduating seniors from Plum Senior High.  Any graduating student from 
a Plum congregation is encouraged, whether or not they are attending the Plum Borough School 
District. 
 A second ministry initiative that is growing stronger is the Day Camp at Plum Creek, which, with 
Vacation Bible School, will provide over five weeks of Christian ministry to the youth of the community 
through Plum Creek’s outreach.  Already 111 participants have pre-registered for the four-week day 
camp.  All but two staff positions are filled and we have campers coming from 10 different zip codes 
across the region. 
 A third ministry initiative that is being taken is to expand OASIS through the summer on Wednesday 
evenings.  A cookout under the pavilion will be followed by a time of fellowship with volleyball, bocce, 
horse shoes, and yard games for children.  The session wants to continue the initiative that has 
developed during Wednesday evenings through the OASIS program.  Although summer will not include 
an instructional period as during the school year, it offers a way to deepen personal relationships and 
make new friends among our congregation.  
 The fourth ministry initiative will return Praise under the Pavilion on Sunday evenings for six weeks 
through July and August as we seek to meet brothers and sisters of Christ from other congregations.  
The Sunday evening praise and worship music is open to the community and has been a great way to 
enjoy the fresh summer air!  Bring your friends! 
 A final ministry initiative is the search for a new full-time Director of Educational Ministries.  The 
search committee has received applications from 15 individuals and will have interviewed five 
candidates for the position.  Although the interview process has not been completed by the time of this 
writing, we pray that God will have made evident the new direction we are being given by him for Plum 
Creek’s educational ministry. 
 Each of these opportunities broadens Christ’s reach into our community.  We give thanks for the 
signs of the Holy Spirit among us that are expanding His influence in our lives and that of the wider 
community we serve. 
 

      
 
 

Yours in Christ,    
 

     Jack Lolla    
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BIRTHDAYS 

 
  JUNE 7   Florence Lott 
  JUNE 25  Jim Doyle 
 
  JULY 10   Robert Berringer 
  JULY 14   Twila Barnhart 
  JULY 30   Jean Manzuk 
 
  AUG 4   Howard Edwards 
  AUG 7   Clyde Bradley 
  AUG 15   Dorothy Nesbit 

 
BAPTISM 

 
APRIL 27  Justin Muretisch 

 
 
 

WEDDING 
 
APRIL 28  Michela Palumbo and Dale  
       Kwisnek   
 

If you know anyone who is 70 or older, please let the church office know.  We don’t want to miss 
anyone. 

 
ATTENTION ALL GRADUATES  

 
Graduate Sunday will be Sunday, June 8th.  If you know of anyone 

graduating from High School, College, or any kind of school, please let us 
know, so they can be included in Graduation. 
 

 
 

Now Is a Good Time to Register for The Day Camp at Plum Creek 
 
 

Due to last year’s success of “The Day Camp at Plum Creek,” we are pleased to offer this mission to 
the community for four weeks this summer: July 7-11, July 14–18, July 21–25, and July 28–August 1, 
2008.  

 
The adventure camp for elementary-aged children features a low-ropes course, a water slide, and 

mountain boarding.  Campers will not only participate in the adventure elements; they will also take part 
in arts and crafts, team sports, Bible study, drama, Praise and Worship, faith stories, nature education, 
and much more.  The theme of this year’s curriculum is “Real” - “Real friends, real bonds, real fun, real 
teamwork, real victory, real faith, real adventure,” emphasizing the scripture verse John 1:14: “The 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and 
Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”   
 

The day camp will run for four consecutive weeks this year:  July 7-11, July 14–18, July 21–25, and 
July 28–August 1, 2008.  The regular hours of operation are 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. with a cost of $100 
per camper per week.  Campers are asked to bring their lunch each day.  Snacks will be provided by 
the day camp. 
 

Don’t wait!  Sign your kids up today for “The Day Camp at Plum Creek.”  Tell your friends, relatives, 
neighbors… This is no ordinary day camp! Registration forms are available online at 
www.daycampatplumcreek.org or by calling the church office at (412) 793-4525. 
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“The Day Camp at Plum Creek” is a Christian-based adventure camp for elementary 

aged children, which features challenge elements like a low-ropes course, a slip and 
slide, and mountain boarding, as well as arts and crafts, team sports, Bible study, drama, 
Praise and Worship, faith stories, nature education, and much more.  The theme of this 
year’s curriculum is “Real” - “Real friends, real bonds, real fun, real teamwork, real victory, real faith, real 
adventure.”  The theme emphasizes the scripture verse John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” 
 

The registration fee must be paid at the time of registration.  The day camp is open to any elementary 
aged child (grade 1 - 6) who would like to attend.  Young children must have completed first grade to be 
eligible to attend the Day Camp and children who have completed grade 6 are eligible to attend as well. 
 

Please use one form per child.  Copies of this registration form are acceptable. 
 

Child’s Name: ____________________________________________________  Gender:  M  /  F  

Grade Completed as of June 2008: _ ________________________  Child’s Age:  _______________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Numbers: __________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact (name & phone number): ____________________________________________ 

Parent or Guardian Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Parent or Guardian’s Email Address: __________________________________________________ 
 
Register for one or more weeks: Deadlines and Costs : 
          July 7 - 11, 2008   
          July 14 – 18, 2008   
          July 21 – 25, 2008  After May 1 $100 / child / week 
          July 28 – August 1, 2008   
 
Registration Fee must accompany this registration f orm. 
 
Payment Method: (Please make checks payable to: Day Camp at Plum Creek and mail to address on 
bottom of page.) 

       Check          Money Order  Total Enclosed:  ___________ 
 
T-shirt Size:    Child Small        Child Medium        Child Large        Adult Small        Adult Medium 
 
CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS 
• Cancellations occurring within 28 days of your session will result in forfeiture of 1/2 of the tuition fee. 
• Cancellations occurring within 14 days of your session will result in forfeiture of the TOTAL tuition fee. 

 
550 Center New Texas Road 

Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
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Praise at the Pavilion / Praise Fest 2008 
 

Hurry and write the dates on your calendars now!!!! 
 

Spreading the Good News of our Lord and Savior through song!!  “Praise at the Pavilion” will 
continue every Sunday evening July 6th through August 3rd  under our pavilion of course!!  The “mini 
Praise Fests” will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a light “picnic-style meal” (hot dogs, pizza, etc.) and fellowship 
until 7:00 p.m.  Then, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., various Praise and Worship teams from our local 
community will lift up Christ through song and testimony.  We will conclude the summer ministry with 
Praise Fest 2008 on August 10th from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. with various Praise Bands from the area.  
Please join and support us for this great time of fellowship and fun lifting up the beautiful name of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!! 
 

Praise at the Pavilion/Praise Fest 2008 schedule: 
 

July 6th       6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Food & Fellowship, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Praise 
July 13th        6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Food & Fellowship, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Praise 
July 20th        6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Food & Fellowship, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Praise 
July 27th        6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Food & Fellowship, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Praise 
August 3rd    6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Food & Fellowship, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Praise 
August 10th 3:00 – 8:00 p.m. Food & Fellowship & Praise 
 
 
 

  

   
 

Our handbell choir is currently at two octaves 
and would love to expand to three this fall!  We 
need four additional ringers to do this.  Our 
season runs September through March or April. 
 We practice Thursdays 6:30-7:30 p.m.  If you 
have a basic knowledge of music and are 
interested in ringing, please contact Gloria 
Mayo by calling (724) 327-9206 or email her 
gloria@mayod.net.  People who don't normally 
attend our church are also welcome to ring, 
since we play for services only about once 
every 4-6 weeks.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 13 th 
Strawberry 

Festival 
 

This year’s Strawberry Festival will take place 
on Friday, June 13th from 4 pm – 7 pm.  There 
will be lots of food including barbeque 
sandwiches, hot dogs, drinks, fudge and plenty 
of strawberries, cake and ice cream available.  
The festivities will take place in the fellowship 
hall.   There will be no charge for refreshments 
but a free will offering will be taken.  So mark 
your calendars, invite your neighbors, and plan 
on joining us for an evening of fun, fellowship 
and food.  For more information, contact either 
Carolyne R. Ressler at 412 793 9686 or Joy 
Smith at 412 795 3586.  See you there! 
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Vacation Bible School 2008 
 

Summer is here, and you know what that means…Vacation Bible School!  This year, VBS is the 
week of June 16th through 20th from 9:00 am until 12 noon. 

The theme will be SonWorld Adventure Park.  The kids will be on a “thrilling ride with Jesus”.  It is 
going to be tons of fun with games, crafts, bible stories and more.  So, register your kids today!  
Registration forms are available in the narthex or the church office.  Also, we still need a few more 
volunteers to help out that week.   

Anyone who is interested in helping may please contact Laura Burnett at (412) 793-4636.   
Thank You!  

Minutes for Mission: The Day Camp of Plum Creek 200 8 
 

In my New International Version of the Women of Faith Study Bible, it says in Matthew 19 verse 14, 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.” 
 

As some of you know, up until 2 years ago, I had taught elementary school for 34 years and over 
those years many elements of teaching, too numerous to mention at this time, had changed. But the 
one thing for me that never changed was the fact that I was able to influence children.  I don’t exactly 
know ALL the ways that I influenced them, but I know I made a difference in their lives. 
 

In most school districts, curriculum and changes occur from the Board of Directors of the school 
district, through the Superintendent and then down to the teachers.  I DO know that 15 years ago, I was 
given an opportunity, in a public school setting, by helping to develop an outdoor classroom on a 
wetlands site for the children of my school district on a Fortune 500 corporate property.  I was able to 
establish a new venue to teach outside the 4 walls of a classroom. Not just me, but the whole school 
district was able to get involved, if they wanted to.  I know that God was behind this.  He would NOT let 
this NOT happen.  He helped me to get the School Board of the district, the Corporate Board of 
Directors, the Superintendent, the Vice President in charge of Environmental Affairs, the Solicitor of the 
district and the lawyers of the corporation, the Board of PTA’s, and the community to agree to allow 
children to take their classroom learning and put it into practice right in their own backyard and even 
though I have retired, I am still running this environmental education program for the school district.  
God is why I have been led to be a part of this unique experience of the Day Camp here at Plum Creek. 
God has led me here to do this and to once again, influence children and their lives. 
 

As you may know for the past 5 years, God has been at work here at Plum Creek.  He brought 
together a group of very dedicated, hard-working, church-going and ungrudging adults that had a vision 
of bringing more young people, ages 7 – 13, to hear the Word.  Many of these adults are your 
neighbors, people from “down the street”, and people that unselfishly give of their time, their talents, 
their strong backs, monetary donations and their determination.  These monies came from local 
donations---NOT from the church’s general funds, as many people assumed and believed. 

 
Some monies were contributed by individuals who believed in this ministry. The Mission Committee 

has been a huge help with funding this year. The Deacons are sponsoring scholarships for children 
who would like to attend and may not be financially able to do so.  The Rummage Sale profits are going 
to help support the Day Camp and also the dramatic ministry of Plum Creek. Thanks to ALL who baked 
goodies, cleaned out attics and garages, helped to separate the rummage, who bought flowers, and to 
those who helped to clean up on Saturday afternoon.  You remember that saying - many hands make 
light work – and that really happened this year!!  THANKS again! 
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As I reported last fall, God was at work here at the Day Camp at Plum Creek last year.  82 children, 

boys and girls, from 13 different zip codes from around this area came---34 the first week and 48 the 
second week.  Some children came from nearby—Plum, Monroeville, and Forest Hills, but some from 
as far away as Gibsonia, Leechburg and Murrysville. Children of different nationalities came to interact-
--Caucasian, Afro-American, Chinese, and Latinos.  Children came from single parent homes and the 
grandparents brought some children. Children came from homes where religion isn’t a big part of their 
lives. No one was turned away. 

The parents of these children were glad to know that their children were in safe hands, learning 
about our Lord and Savior and learning how to work together to accomplish tasks. 
If ever there was a question as to if this kind of ministry was needed, it was very evident. 
 

The Board of Directors and people that believe in this ministry have been hard at work this winter, 
clearing the hillside of trees and bushes, in hopes of enlarging the Day Camp to include a climbing 
tower and a zip-line.  We have been awarded a $15,000 grant to help in this effort of setting up a 
broader scope of activities.  The campers can use these activities to apply Christian beliefs to support 
this effort of more cooperation and teamwork. We have obtained financial support from several 
members of the congregation and S & T Bank for the 2008 camp and we would like to extend a special 
thanks to them. Based on the 2007 experience, the 2008 Day Camp will include more weeks, more 
activities, more staff and most of all, more ministry to children! 

 

Already this year the Board has interviewed potential Counselors, Adventure Staff, Counselors in 
Training and Support Staff.  We have received applications from over 100 children to attend the camp 
and it’s not too late to register a child.  Please ask your neighbors, relatives or friends if they know of 
anyone that would like to spend their month of July outdoors, making new friends, learning about Jesus 
and the Bible, cooperating with each other to complete challenge tasks, singing songs, making crafts, 
learning about nature and mountain boarding. 
 

If you have any questions concerning the Day Camp, please contact any of the Board members.  
So, now, who are those Board members?  They are: Dave and Mary Jo Nesbit, Carrie Samarco, Bob 
Caldwell, Carolyne and Rich Ressler, Jen Muretisch, Rob Polacek , Jeff Burnett , Rev. Jack Lolla, and 
Ed Smith. 

I would also like to acknowledge the following people for contributing their time and their talents to 
help the Day Camp get ready for Summer 2008.  They are: Gary Lasser, Bill Gibson, Ben Ream, Dan 
Nesbit, Alex Udanis, Chuck Merritt, Jack Mills, Gerry VanLemmeren, Sharon VanLemmeren, Julie 
Lolla, Carolyn Lolla, Lydia Caldwell, Tom Samarco, Marty Holmes, Tom Wood, Larry Wood, John 
Hedeen, Sr. and John Hedeen , Jr., Meredith Hedeen, Ralph Ritter, Denny Stotler, Dave Nesbit, Bob 
Caldwell, Ed Smith, Rich Ressler, Carolyne Ressler, Jack Lolla, Cody Lott, and Albert Durante. (I 
apologize if I missed anyone! ---- so THANKS to all who have participated in any way to further the 
ministry of the Day Camp at Plum Creek!) 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Joy Smith 

President, Board of Directors 
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 Rummage Sale Report 2008  
 

A great big thank you is extended to all who helped with the rummage sale.  It was amazing!   
Everyone who signed the volunteer sheets showed up to work without being reminded.  Everybody 
pitched right in starting on Sunday night setting up for the sale.  All week long people stopped by to sort 
the rummage as it came in.  Virginia Johnson had 41 people who donated delicious baked goods in 
addition to Stover’s Bakery donating supplies of muffins, Danish and sweet breads.  Joan Stover had 
her biggest bake sale receipts ever with over $500 sold.  Everyone worked together all week long 
helping one another.  The camaraderie and fellowship we shared was wonderful!  Then on Saturday 
promptly at 2pm people showed up to clean up!  Leftover rummage was boxed or bagged up and put 
into pick up trucks or John Hedeen’s stake truck to be delivered to St Vincent’s.  Tables were scrubbed, 
the sweeper was run, and the classrooms were put back in order for Sunday School.  It made my job a 
piece of cake.  Total intake for the sale after expenses was $5,000.  That’s pretty good for one week of 
hard work. 
 

Carolyne Ressler 
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Deacon’s Corner 
 
Larry Sturchio represented the Deacons and attended the 25th Anniversary celebration of the Plum Area Food 
Pantry on Saturday, May 10th.  This was a great night of music, food and awards for the dedicated hard working 
food pantry volunteers.   The Food Pantry had a rummage sale to raise the money for the celebration. 
 
At the event, Larry learned that the Food Pantry serves 165 families in our own community but that there is still a 
great need.  The Deacon’s deliver to the Food Pantry every month the food contributions that the church 
members donate.  Thank you for your continued support in our efforts to feed the needy in our community! 
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Mission 
�  The Brees family has received support from Plum Creek Church for several years.  They will 

soon be leaving Pakistan permanently as missionaries and returning to the US.  At this time it 
has not been decided where they will reside, but if it should happen to be Plum Boro; what a 
blessing that would be! 

�  Every Saturday a group headed by Barb Howard feeds the homeless under the bridge by the 
State Office Building.  So many churches volunteer for this outreach, that Plum Creek was not 
able to get a spot on the calendar for 2008.  However, in March two members from the Mission 
Committee went with a group from Full Gospel Church to observe the best way to carry out this 
ministry.  Not only are the homeless given a warm meal, but they are offered clothing and 
toiletries.  We will be sure to get on the calendar for 2009 and will be looking for volunteers to 
prepare the meal, serve the meal, and donate paper products, food, clothing or other sundries for 
the men, women, and children who benefit from this program.   The Rummage Sale Committee 
offered us some of the left over clothing to start our donation pile. 

�  During Holy Week a group of teens and adults drove to Beaver Falls to help Hosanna Industries 
construct three homes during their blitz build.  Our job was to install insulation under the flooring 
in all three homes.  We learned a lot, had a great time of fellowship, and praised God for using 
our hands to further His work. 

�  In May a group of volunteers took a wonderful home-cooked meal to feed the homeless men at 
Northside Commons.  This was always one of Orma Nagy’s favorite mission projects.  This year, 
her daughter, Laura Campbell took charge of the kitchen and with her helpers prepared a meal 
that Orma would have been proud to have us share.  The men were most grateful that we spent 
time with them; sitting at their tables and breaking bread together- an act that warmed our hearts 
and our tummies! 

�  A group from a neighboring Presbyterian church recently returned from helping the Katrina flood 
victims.  There is still much work to be done and there may be an opportunity to join them in 
March 2009.  Mark your calendars now if you would be interested in participating in this project. 

The Mission Committee welcomes all to join us in any manner at any time for any project.  Look for any 
of the following at any Church function and let them know of your interest: Laura Campbell, Sandy 
Cole, Sheri Gibson, Gaye Mallisee, Ed Ray, Denny and Linda Stotler, or Bill Urch. 
 “Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other.  Never be lazy in your 
work, but serve the Lord enthusiastically,”  Romans 12:10-11 New Living Translation. 
 

********************************************************************************************************************* 
 

                                  YOU CAN HELP US K EEP IN TOUCH!!!! 
 

We want to be able to get information to our church family as quickly and efficiently as 
possible.   As you realize, email is the way to communicate today and we would like to try 
to begin using email to communicate with all church members.  This would enable us to 

let you know of information that needs to be disseminated quickly such as scheduling changes or 
urgent messages about people or events here within our church.  Also, email would be cost saving over 
printing and sending information through the Post Office.  So, please let us know your email address in 
the space below.  You can place this sheet in the basket in the narthex or mail it to the church office.  

Another option is to just send Kathy in the church office an email indicating who can be reached 
through that address.  Kathy’s email address is secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 

Thanks for your help.   
 

Name/Names:______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Email Address:___________________________________________________
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