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April 2009 Worship Schedule

D-Day’s Arrival
Text: John 12:31-32
Dr. Lolla, preaching

10:00 a.m.
April 5, 2009
Palm Sunday

Following His Example
Text: John 13:14
Dr. Lolla, preaching
7:30 p.m.
April 9, 2009
Maundy Thursday
Sacrament of Communion

Tenebrae
Text: Isa. 52:13-53:12
John 18:1-19:42
7:30 p.m.
April 10, 2009
Good Friday

Easter’'s Commission
Text: Rom. 10:14-15
Dr. Lolla, preaching

10:00 a.m.
April 12, 2009
Easter Day

Quality Job One
Text: John 20:22-23
Dr. Lolla, preaching

10:00 a.m.
April 19, 2009
Second Sunday of Easter

Pointing to the Source!
Text: Acts 3:12
Dr. Lolla, preaching
10:00 a.m.
April 26, 2009
Third Sunday of Easter
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The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July and
August). If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  or
place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office. To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was
originally published. To submit an editorial be sure to include your name. The deadline for all articles
is the 15" of the month . Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text)

format when possible. Thanks!

Church Address:

Office Phone Number:
E-mail Address:

Office Hours:

Minister:

Praise & Worship Team Leader/
Children's Choir Director:

Director of Educational
Ministries

Organist

Worship Services:

Sunday School Classes:

Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek
550 Center-New Texas Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15239

(412) 793-4525
secretary@plumcreekchurch.com

Monday — Friday,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Dr. John J. Lolla

Kathy Grabigel

Andrea Hall

Kathy Novak

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Sundays 8:45 a.m.
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Letter from Reverend Lolla — April 2009
Dear Friends in Christ,
As Easter comes into view the question is are we are resurrection people?

Christians without the resurrection are too often trapped by fear and despair. Their anxiety lacks
confidence in God that He prevails over all things. They retreat from the world into their sanctuaries of
Easter flowers and music without faith in the resurrection’s power. A special worship service is the
limit of their Easter conviction. Too many Christians succumb to anxious entrapment within death’s
prison walls.

The loss of the resurrection lies at the heart of the declining vitality of American Christianity. The
resurrection’s significance lies far beyond beautiful Easter worship services and uplifting music. The
resurrection forms our identity as people. It is the basis for courageous living that inspires us to stand
above the world’s cynicism.

Fear and despair lead people to live by the hedonist creed — eat drink and be merry for tomorrow we
die! Anxiety and anger lead people to shrink back from standing alone for Christ when others seek to
suppress His power and might. Imprisonment in death’s darkness dominates a resurrection-less life.
Self-sacrifice is impossible to consider as resurrection-less people cling to life in this world as if there is
no tomorrow! Grace is foolishness as we judge others to be enemies who threaten our daily existence.

The resurrection, on the contrary, makes it impossible for us view this life as the end of all living.
The resurrection makes it probable that grace shines from the cross as a living hope in the way we
embrace a disbelieving world. The resurrection is the source of reconciliation so that the injustices of
this world don’t cloud our vision of God’s providence. The resurrection is the inspiration that propels us
to do remarkable things — beyond our gifts to accomplish — to see the possibility of God’s power when
others see God’s impotence and disinterest.

Resurrection believers see God saving the lost in opportunities that others reject as foolhardy, or
unnecessary. Resurrection believers see God restoring the broken-hearted when others believe their
cause is hopeless. Resurrection believers never give up on God'’s plan to send them on His holy
mission — regardless of what they leave behind.

Resurrection believers re-live Easter daily for even the blind to see. Their commitment to Christ
guietly endures all things, believes all things, hopes all things. Their consistency of life — not
succumbing to worldly passions and enthusiasms but living within the control of self that is
characteristic of the resurrection spirit - is evident in all they undertake. Their perseverance in the face
of insurmountable obstacles enables them to courageously undertake rebuke, to bear witness to the
hope of Christ with love, and to be a conqueror like Christ over the forces of fear and despair.

As you come to Church on Easter, is your identity planted in the resurrection?

Happy Easter!

Pastor Jack
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BIRTHDAYS BAPTISM
William John Russell Peifer March 1, 2009
April 1 Ellis Rosenberger

29 Gale Shreffler MEMORIAL GIFTS
For Dorothy Rosenberger
If you know anyone who is 70 or older, please From Mrs. Lois Holmes
let the church office know.
We don’'t want to miss anyone’s birthday. DEATH

Guy Edward Banks Funeral —March 2, 2009

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!

Well, here we are in the final days of Lent. If you are like me, you are filled with a mix of emotion. On
one hand, you are anxiously awaiting the arrival of Easter morn. On the other, you know that you must
first go through the pain of Good Friday. We dread Good Friday; many of us even skip church on Good
Friday just so we won’t have to deal with the depression. It's dark and dreary, and we can feel the evil
and injustice of the world. We much prefer the bright, happy music of Easter Sunday. Of course, life
isn't all bunnies and flowers. Sometimes, the darkness of the cross is much more fitting to the world
around us than is the joy of the resurrection.

There are three words in the Scriptures that have had a great impact on my life, particularly during the
Lenten season. They are the words “But if not” as they occur in Daniel 3:18. In this passage, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-nego are about to be thrown into the fiery furnace, and they say this to King
Nebuchadnezzar: “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of
your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
golden image that you have set up.” To have this kind of faith in the face of martyrdom is something
that we all hope that we have, but we cannot be sure until we are tested. Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego had faith that they were going to be saved. But if not, they were still going to serve their
God. This is the kind of faith that today’s church needs to develop, not just during Lent, but all year
long. Our God is able to save us. In fact, we know that he has already prevailed over sin and death.
And, we know that we have been reaping the benefits of his victory. But, if we no longer reap the
benefits, if life is no longer quite so easy, if our day-to-day lives begin to resemble Good Friday much
more than they resemble Easter Sunday...we still need to serve Jesus and Jesus alone. He is Lord,
even when he is on that cross...and when we are.

In much of the world, the darkness and suffering of Good Friday is a daily reality. This past month, our
youth came face-to-face with this reality. As most of you know, the youth began the season of Lent by
participating in World Vision’s 30-hour famine. | am pleased to report that we had 15 youth participate,
and we raised about $2,000 for hungry children! Adam Hearn raised the most money, with $310!
Special thanks to: all who sponsored the youth, Holiday Park Shop ‘n Save for donating a gift card that
was used to purchase the food for our “break the fast” meal, Olympic Swim and Health Club for giving
us a discount on swimming, and Becky Merritt, Lorraine Udanis, Beth Kist, and Lauren Hearn for our
delicious “break the fast” meal, which the youth devoured. The famine was certainly a time of growth
and learning to trust God to provide. The youth really began to understand the reality of world hunger,
and many of them developed a passion for helping those in need. We especially tried to teach them
that it is nearly impossible for starving people to worship Jesus when they are trying to secure food for
their families and remain healthy. When they are nourished, they can focus on Jesus and offer their
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gifts to Him. We spent a great deal of time praying for those who long for the freedom to worship their
God.

In March, the youth also attended the Battle of the Praise Bands at Hampton Presbyterian Church, and
10 students in grades 6-8 attended the presbytery-sponsored River Cruise aboard the Gateway
Empress. They also celebrated Saint Patrick's Day and learned more about the season of Lent. They
are looking forward to more activities in the coming months. Thank you for your continued prayers and
support!

Coming up: stay tuned for more information about Summer Sunday School, our Sunday School year-
end mission project, REACH updates and fundraisers, Vacation Bible School, a summer college
student ministry, and much, much more!

I hope that you and your families have a blessed Good Friday and a joyous Easter!
In Christ, Andrea Hall, Director of Educational Ministries

Church History Cited by Borough Leaders

On March 9, the Mayor of Plum Borough, Richard Hrivnak, signed a proclamation expressing the
Borough's appreciation for the recently completed congregation history, The Creek Runs Deep. Clerk
of Session, Larry Wood, and Dr. Lolla, received the mayoral proclamation on behalf of the congregation
during a regular meeting of the Plum Borough Council. Dr. Lolla then presented the Borough leaders
with a set of the history on behalf of the church.

The proclamation reads as follows:

Whereas, the Session of the Congregation authorized Pastor Jack Lolla to write
a history of the Presbyterian Church at Plum Creek: and

Whereas, Pastor Lolla, in conjunction with the Session of the Congregation at
the Presbyterian Church at Plum Creek authored and published a five volume
history of their congregation titled The Creek Runs Deep: and

Whereas, the history account vividly illustrates both the Church’s history and
the history of Plum Borough:

I, Richard Hrivnak, Mayor of Plum Borough, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania,
do hereby extend the congratulations and appreciation of the people of Plum
Borough to

The Presbyterian Church at Plum Creek
In recognition for their efforts to preserve the history of their Church and the
Plum Community:

In witness whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of
Plum Borough to be affixed, on this the ninth day of March, in the Year Two
Thousand and Nine.

Richard Hrivnak
Mayor of Plum Borough
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The Rummage Sale is Coming!

May 1 and 2, 2009
Yes, the rummage sale is coming!! During the first week of May, our church will be overrun with stuff!!
We will have bicycles, Christmas decorations, lots of clothes, books, mugs, toys, hats, antiques,
Jewelry, furniture, suitcases, and plenty of other things, too. You can help in many ways:
We really need help with set up and clean up. Set up is Sunday, April 26, at 2:00 pm and clean up
is Saturday, May 2 at 2:00 pm.
We also need lots of help with sorting and pricing. We will be doing this Monday through
Wednesday from 9 am to 4 pm and from 7 pm to 9 pm. On Thursday, set up will be 9 am to 4 pm.
We need donations of good, useable merchandise to be dropped off during the sorting times listed
above.
We need baked goods for the bake sale on Friday.
We need cashiers during the sale from 9 am to 7 pm Friday and 9 am to 2 pm Saturday.

Please consider helping with this year’'s sale. We always have a lot of fun and fund mission
outreach projects here at Plum Creek. This year the monies raised will help to fund our mission
outreach through the Day Camp At Plum Creek and “Believe.” If you have a question or concern,
please call Carolyne Ressler, chair at (412) 793-9686 or speak to any Day Camp Board member.

When considering what to bring to our sale, we thought you might appreciate a poem written by fellow
congregation member, Jean Manzuk:
Things
My family all tell me my house is an utter disaster
Perhaps they are right and | should clean out
The clutter, bring order to chaos.

But where shall | start?
The small baby spoon kept to feed the babies their pablum % %(&@
Is really too small to make even a dent
There's Aunt Lillian’s mesh flower thank you that she sent.
The picture filled walls though not great works of art
Give a tug to my heart because they were painted for me.
It's true that my rooms are too full of sofas and more
But when they all come home, must they sit on the floor?
My cookware peeks out from all cupboards and shelves.
| really don't need three sets of dishes myself
Though | want to leave each of my children a share
Of my dishes and pans and four sets of flatware.
My books line the walls from the floor to the ceilings
And give me some uneasy feelings,
But | can't give them up because | am aware
That | need to review them to be sure
That the words that | love are still there.
Each day brings more and more seed of things
Of things that | really don't need.
Are my treasures all waste
Since they’ve outgrown my space?
It's time to put this list away.
Tomorrow is another day.

~ Jean Manzuk ~
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THE RUMMAGE SALE AT THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PLUM CREEK

Everyone is asked to help with this fun fundraising and fellowship event! It is also a wonderful
opportunity to reach out to our community and church members! We would like everyone to be a part
of itin some way! We look forward to all the regular volunteers in addition to lots of new helpers!
Please fill out the form below whether you have helped in the past or if this will be your first time. The
Rummage Sale Committee is Carolyne Ressler chair and the members of the Day Camp Board.
Please call Carolyne at 412 793 9686 or speak to any member if you have a question or concern.

EVERYONE PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW & RETURN IT

RUMMAGE SALE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Please check any areas that you are interested in helping with.

____setup Sun. April 26 at 2pm
_____sorting donations Mon. April 27 — Thur. April 30
_____cleaning up after sale Sat. May 2 after 2 pm
_____driving leftover items to a charity Sat. May 2 after 2 pm
_____delivering posters Before the sale

_____cashier (to collect money at various areas) Fri. May 1 and Sat. May 2
____ kitchen (prepare and sale of food) Fri. May 1 and Sat. May 2

_____electrical, books and furnishings
_____house wares and miscellaneous
_____something special

jewelry
____linen
_____toys/infant clothing
_____make calls for baked goods
_____donate baked goods
____sell baked goods Fri. May 2 (9A -12P, or 12-4P)
_____baby-sitting during sale hours
_____help where needed

To donate items for the sale (clothes, house wares, furniture, toys, etc) — Drop them off (Mon. April 27,
thru Thurs April 30) 9 amto 4 pm and 7 pm to 9 pm.

ALL DONATED ITEMS should be in good condition, working appliances only. Thank you but we are
not accepting computers or undergarments.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!!!

NAME PHONE #
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Letters of Appreciation Received by the Session for the Church History

vl ¥

e \cmmb et Gracos e ime/m ni Grados

March 6, 2009

Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek
Dear Rev. John Lolla
My pleasure to speak with you yesterday regarding the Aber history. | anticipate reading your

history of the area and thank you for accepting the challenge it must have presented to write it . . . My
grandson is greatly interested . . . Your information about the several possible church connections and
evidence at the seminary is so intriguing. I've used the library often and have a valid card — so | may
visit there soon with my grandson. Thank you, again.

Sincerely yours,

Marian Aber Ault

Dear Jack,
[We] got the books yesterday and you did an outstanding job! Have started to read volume five.
Weather here has warmed up today.
We are all now getting Florida weather.
Dee and | are in your debt for all yours prayers and concern. All things are going well so far.
Thanks again.
Yours,
Dick and Dee McKee

January 20, 2009

Dear Session of the Plum Creek Church,

This letter is written to thank you, your congregation, and your pastor for composing The Creek
Runs Deep.

Last Tuesday | purchased my copy of the books and began to read. | learned of the spirit of our
founders. Our community grew and prospered under the guidance of the church. As the outside world
became dangerous, the church helped the people’s faith grow and become deeper.

It was wonderful to trace the contributions of the families of this area. | enjoyed reading about my
neighbors who worked and built the new church in New Texas. | loved tracing their part in the various
wars. It made history come alive.

The pictures were wonderful. Hearing about the people of the past was supported by all the
photographs of the homes, and of the progression of the building of the church. | cannot imagine the
work and the time it took to collect and catalog all the names, pictures, and places seen in these
volumes.

It was sad to see how we allowed the outside world to chip away at our faith and obedience to God.
Many Christians chose baseball, football, hockey and other pursuits to take the place of time with God.
That has saddened me. Yes, the progression of these things has been slow, but we have allowed it.
Even in the schools we have allowed Christ to take a back seat by not enforcing right and wrong and
replacing it with “improving self concepts.”

These books are a testament to the changes that have taken place. Perhaps they will awaken a
new purpose in our lives to become active in the church and to work together to improve our little
corner of this world.

Thanks again,
Marjorie McLaughlin
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Mark Your Calendars Now for the Day Camp at Plum Cr  eek!!!

It's not too soon to start thinking about summer plans for your kids or grandkids. You won't
want your kids or grandkids to miss out on all the fun and excitement this year! Come experience “The
Good Life...Faith, Fun, and Friends,” at the Day Camp at Plum Creek. This year’s curriculum
emphasizes the scripture verses 1 Peter 3: 8-12 and 1 Peter 4: 12- 15, discussing the problems that
plagued Peter while he was on earth.

The camp opens with a morning rally at 8:00 a.m. and closes with an afternoon rally 4:15 — 4:45
p.m. In between these times, campers experience a low-ropes course, a slip and slide, mountain
boarding, a zip line, and a 40 foot climbing tower. Campers participate in adventure elements as well
as arts & crafts, team sports, Bible study, drama, Praise & Worship, faith stories, nature education, and
more.

The day camp runs for four consecutive weeks this year: the weeks of June 29, July 6, July 13,
and July 20, 2009. Children can register for any or all weeks of camp. The Day Camp at Plum Creek
can also serve as an alternative to day care for working parents.

The day camp is open to any elementary aged child (grade 1 - 6) who would like to attend.
Space is limited. Register before April 30 to receive a discount. Envelopes must be postmarked by
cut-off date to receive the corresponding price: March 1 — April 30, 2009 is $90 / child / week; and after
May 1, 2009 the cost is $100 / child / week.

The Day Camp is also currently hiring qualified college-aged students to serve as Camp
Counselors and Adventure Staff for the Day Camp. Camp registration forms and job applications are

available online at www.daycampatplumcreek.org or in the church office. For more information, please

call 412-793-4525 x14.
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May is Stroke Awareness Month

Stroke is the third leading cause of death in the USA, and the number one cause of adult disability.
Know the warning signs and symptoms of Stroke. The Deacons will place helpful educational brochures
in the Narthex starting May 3", Thank you

Remember this: “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows

generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in
his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.”

2 Corinthians 9:6-7

Yes, we have heard, read and heard sermons on the above but how many of us live it? Believe me
when | say that | along with probably everybody who reads this has not live nor really believed what
these verses say. You may ask, “You mean, if | give more to the church for His mission, local or
otherwise, | will be blessed by God?” | can only talk about me. The short answer is, Yes. God does
provide. When | take my problems to the Lord, He will provide. This is not just a cliché, it has
happened to me since | took seriously my mission to His church. God has blessed me in so many
ways that cannot be measured in dollars and cents. | do owe all to Him. If we live our faith and trust in
Him, we will be blessed by Him. Look everyday at the way He blesses us in even the little things, the
beauty of this earth, as well as, our children, and our grandchildren. None of this did happen by
random chance, it cannot be an accident; it has to come from our Creator and friend.

If you provide to Him now, He will bless you in so many ways, if, only you look for it. Never forget to
give Him thanks for your blessings.

There are several ways you can provide support for His Church, one is to pledge for this year’s budget,
and another is to help reduce last year’s deficit. But if you do not have anything extra in these trying
times and you want to help, call Kathy Kirk in the church office and ask that your donation be changed
from the Capital Account/Building Maintenance to the Local Mission. If you do not choose to call, just
drop a note in the collection plate and your donation will be changed.

If we have faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will be flowing in grace from Him. So what do
we need to do? First, pray. Second, pray. Third, pray. Then take the action that Christ has laid on
your heart. Remember and never forget that by providing to Plum Creek you are helping to serve
Christ and His mission locally, regionally and throughout the world.

May God Bless you and keep you in all you do.

Yours in Christ,
Ed Ray

THANK Youl
Many thanks to everyone for the cards and telephone messages of cheer, encouragement and
offers of help that I've received after my fall on the ice a few weeks ago. God willing, | should
be back to church in a couple of weeks or so. Looking forward to worshiping with everyone
again soon.

Bonnie Redlich
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