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October/November, 2009 
Worship Schedule 

October/November Worship Schedule 
 

Rev. Christopher Brown 
Open Door New Church Development 

10 a.m. 
October 18, 2009 

 
 

Recreation 
10 a.m. 

October 25, 2009 
 
 

Dr. Richard Morledge 
10 a.m. 

November 1, 2009 
 
 

The Province Beyond the River 
Text: Ezra 4:15-16 
Dr. Lolla, preaching 

10 a.m.  
November 8, 2009 

Congregation Meeting to Dissolve the Pastoral Call 
 
 

Dr. Richard  Morledge 
10 a.m. 

November 15, 2009 
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 The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July and 
August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  or 
place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month . Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 

Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Dr. John J. Lolla 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
 
Director of Educational       Andrea Hall 
Ministries  
  
 
Organist              Kathy Novak 
 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 10:00 a.m.        
         
                 
Sunday School Classes:      Sundays 8:45 a.m.  
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Letter from Dr. Lolla October, 2009 

 
October/November 2009 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 I apologize for the tardiness of this issue of the Caller.  My life was changing rapidly.  Planning for 
future worship was unable to be completed.  God was taking me in a new direction.   
 On October 4, I accepted the call to become minister of the Northmont United Presbyterian Church 
in the North Hills.  After serving so many years at Plum Creek, the experience of being welcomed by 
another congregation was overwhelming. 
 For several years I have felt that Plum Creek needed a new voice to proclaim God’s Word.   I had 
accomplished the original terms of my call to Plum Creek, and was willing to accept God’s direction – 
wherever that might lead me. 
 I have been talking with Christians from around the country during the past three years, discerning 
God’s purpose.  I have even considered whether God might be directing me away from the ministry of 
Word and Sacrament – discussing possibilities outside of the ministry.  My sole goal was to be obedient 
to God’s will – not seeking to impose upon God that which was not of His ordination. 
 Spiritual discernment is an interesting process – separating your will from God’s.  It is not done 
casually; nor is it done without significant anguish.  I have come to realize that it is only when you are 
standing at the foot of the cross that you are able to understand, “Not my will, but Thine be done.”  It is 
the shadow of the cross upon the decisions we make that separate light from darkness – faith from self-
satisfaction. 
  Too much of what passes as spiritual discernment is actually the re-casting of your own will in the 
vestiges of God – attributing to God’s purpose your own desire.  I am very uncomfortable with the 
language – “God told me to do this . . .”   Only through modesty and humility born of suffering can we 
dare to think we understand God’s will. 
 The Creator is never the projection of our imagination.  We cannot in our fallen state sufficiently 
understand the mind of God.  Nor can we in our redeemed state be so confident in our knowledge of 
God so as to declare without consideration of error – “God told me to do this . . .” 
 October 4 was the confirmation of a watershed moment.  On September 8 when Julie’s mother 
passed away in the morning, and I was extended the invitation to become Northmont’s pastor that 
evening.  A new door had opened for our lives. 
 I am deeply grateful for the trust and devotion of you who have ministered to my family with kindness 
throughout the years while we served Christ together.  Our daughters were raised within the community 
of this congregation.  We have learned life-long lessons about faith from you which will inspire us in the 
future.  Julie has quietly served the Lord with you, grateful for the voices and hands that helped her 
through the years. 
 My prayer is that over the future months, as you reflect upon God’s direction for you as a people of 
God, that you will struggle with separating your will from His.  Listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit 
among all of you.  Measure your hearts by the holiness expected from you as Christ’s redeemed that 
bears the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, and self-control.   Be willing to hear 
from the Spirit that what you were totally convinced is God’s will may not be His voice that you are 
hearing.  Cherish the multitude of gifts God has given Plum Creek as it enters this time of discernment. 
 May God’s blessing keep you safe, and united in Christ, the source of our salvation! 
 
     Yours in Christ, 
      
     Jack Lolla 
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BIRTHDAY 
 

October 2   Espe Ressler 
October 8   Alice Yearn 
October 10   Hazel Berringer 
October 21  Helen Young 
November 1 Robert McMahon 
November 1 Arleen Bradley 
November 9 Wilma Elicker 
November 24 John Thompson 
 
 
If you know anyone who is 70 or older, please 
let the church office know.  We don’t want to 
miss anyone’s birthday! 

 
 
 
 

BAPTISMS 
Kent Holmes Jr.    August 23, 2009 
Collin Morgan Stalnaker September 13, 2009 
Andrew J. McKnight   October 11, 2009 
 

DEATHS 
 

David Berkoski   July 20, 2009 
Frank Teichman   August 26, 2009 
Donna Else     September 8, 2009 
Edna Jean Rupnik  September 18, 2009 
Agnes Forrest Martin September 23, 2009 
John W. Lott    September 29, 2009 
 
 

WEDDING 
Ariana Thompson & Thomas Wood  

October 3, 2009 

  
REMEMBRANCES for November 8 Reception 

 
On November 8th, our congregation is planning a reception to honor the Lolla’s and their many years of ministry 
here at Plum Creek.  One of the special things we want to do for Jack and Julie that day is to present them with a 
collection of remembrances.  We are asking you to take a moment sometime in the next couple weeks and 
express your written appreciation for what they have done.  It can be a card, a letter or just a brief note.  Each of 
us has our own story to tell about how they have brought Christ into our lives and we are asking you to try to 
express some of that for this special day.  Please bring your contribution with you to the reception in the 
fellowship hall on November 8th. 
 
 

College Students and Families of College Students 
 

We want to keep in touch with our college students during the school year.  We need to get 
their accurate college address.  Please call (412-793-4525) the church office with this 
information or email secretary@plumcreekchurch.com. Thanks for your help. 

 
Advent Family Night 

 
Advent Family Night will be held on Sunday, November 29 at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 
Please join us as we kick-off the new church year in style! Although we all can’t wait to break 
out our red and green Christmas gear, this night is all about Advent. And, Advent is all about 
waiting! So, please come dressed in your favorite purple (symbolizing royalty and 
repentance) or blue (symbolizing hope and expectation) garb. We will share a potluck meal, 
make crafts with our families, and enjoy our very own Plum Creek Puppet Team! We will also be collecting hats, 
gloves, and scarves once again for our friends at Hydaburg Presbyterian Church in Hydaburg, Alaska. So, mark 
your calendars now, and watch the bulletin for more details. 
 

An update on our refugee families 
 

Your generous outpouring has been most appreciated.  A few weeks  ago a new family arrived- mom, dad,  14 
and 11 year old boys and a 7 year old girl.  On the 22nd, 16 additional individuals are expected.  I will continue to 
pick up donations as they are dropped off at the church.  Thank you - Sandy Cole 
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Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! 
  
I mentioned in my last Caller article that fall is my favorite time of year. Not only do I like the beginning of the 
school year and the start of something new, but I also really like the autumn weather. There’s something special 
about this time of year, and we are so blessed to live in a place where we get to experience all of the seasons. 
Unlike some folks, we get to witness the change. We get to see death and new life. We get to see the magic of 
the colorful leaves and the first snow. Sure, we all occasionally wish that we lived in the perfect climate all year 
long. While I admit that there is something appealing about sunshine and mild weather all the time, I am sure that 
we would miss something. We get to see the ways in which God moves and brings about change. We get to 
experience transition and suffering and hope in our weather, which is a great reflection of our life in Christ. 
  
Change is something that happens in the fall, and it’s something that happens in life. Sometimes the change is a 
welcome one, and sometimes it is very unwelcome. In the moments when the change is a good one, we praise 
God that he has moved in our lives. In the moments when the change is an unwelcome one, we often blame God. 
Instead, we should take comfort in the fact that God never changes. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and tomorrow. No matter how much we change in this life, we never change in our union with Christ. 
  
Personally, I find comfort in this fact. I don’t like change. I like routine, and I like to know what to expect. It 
frustrates me that the world around me is constantly changing, and I feel like I can’t keep up. But, when I think 
about it, there are changes that make me smile. A new baby is perhaps the one that makes me smile the most. 
That’s probably because a baby is a change that offers hope. When a change offers hope to hopeless world, we 
can (and should!) get behind it. 
  
So, the question is: what kind of change would offer hope to the people of the Presbyterian Church of Plum 
Creek? In what ways are our educational programs already offering hope? In what ways are they stuck? What’s 
working? What isn’t? These are the kinds of questions that I have been asking over the past few months and will 
continue to ask over the next few. I think that we are doing a great job. We have great volunteers and an 
awesome CE committee. But, we should always be evaluating. Our Reformed heritage requires that we are 
“reformed and always being reformed.” We need to be seeking God’s direction and purpose for the church, and 
we need to be studying all of our options. Perhaps there is a new curriculum that would help us to be more in sync 
with one another. Perhaps there is a new classroom model that would reach our kids in new ways. Perhaps we 
can take a look at going back to an old tradition that has fallen by the wayside and would once again be relevant. 
This year, I am committing a great deal of time to this kind of research. I would like to have your help and input. 
Please contact me at christianed@plumcreekchurch.com if you are interested in helping with this process. 
Whether you are currently active within our educational programs or not, you have a vested interest in what we 
teach. Just like we all have an interest in what goes on in our public schools, we all have in interest in what goes 
on in our church classrooms. Please consider helping out in some way. 
  
Fall is beautiful, but it is a sign that winter is coming. And, for most people, winter is not the most pleasant of all 
the seasons. It’s not normally a welcome change. It’s cold, and travel becomes difficult or even dangerous. 
Outdoor activities are often restricted. People fall ill, and trees are bare. But, before all that, there is beauty. There 
is beauty in the change. And, for those of us who have lived in this part of the country for a long time, we know 
that no matter how long the winter might be (and sometimes it is LONG!), spring always comes. There is always 
new life and new hope. So, this fall, as you’re preparing for the long winter months ahead, take some time and 
enjoy the beauty of the change and take comfort in the fact that it is a change that offers hope to a world in need. 
  
Blessings, 
Andrea Hall 
Director of Educational Ministries 
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Remember that survey from a few months ago? 

 
On November 23, 2009, at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary, Doug Portz from the Pittsburgh 
Presbytery will present the results of the Crabtree Survey taken earlier this year by The 
Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek. This is a wonderful opportunity for all the members of the 
congregation to hear feedback on the survey.   
 
Thank you. - Larry Wood, Clerk of Session 
 

Deacon’s Corner 
Thank you so much to all that donated to our blood drive, we collect 22 units of blood.  Each 
blood donation with Central Blood Bank can save up to three lives. There is no substitute for 
blood. Volunteer blood donors are the only source for patients in need of blood and blood 
products.  In addition, thank you so much to everyone that gave their time, and let us not forget 
everyone that donated cookies. 

November 1  is CHANGE SUNDAY, the deacon’s will be collecting your spare change to 
supplement HELPING HANDS.  From your past donation, Helping Hands was able to provide a bed 
and box spring for a 9-year-old little girl that was sleeping on a cot.   
November 8 & 15  will be our FOOD DRIVE for the Plum Food Bank.  Please read the Plum Food 
Bank insert, what an amazing accomplishment.  Thank you to everyone for your continued support 
year round to our community. What a reflection of our church family. 
Operation Christmas Child :  Can you believe it is that time of year again.  Please look for more 
information to follow as to when to pick up your box, and date of return. 
Military Connections : A non-profit organization started by a Plum resident, Summer Tissue. 
Summer’s brother was stationed in Iraq in 2003, and since that time Summer collects items year 
round to send to solders.  Summer is collecting items for “Christmas Stockings for Solders”:  Items 
to be collected are crackers, gum. Mints, white athletic socks, powdered drink mix, AT&T calling 
cards, energy bars, beef jerky, Slim Jims, and Band-Aids. 
There will be a collection box placed in the Narthex  
 

 

Looking for a Tree 

Believe it or not the Advent Season is almost upon us!  The Sanctuary is going to be in need of a 
large pine tree for the Advent  Season this year.  If you have a tree that you would like to donate, 

please call the church office at 412-793-4525. THANKS! 
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 Congratulations to Ellen and Dan Heineman missionaries we at Plum Creek support in Afghanistan.  Please 
share in the excitement and continue praying for them during this time in their life. 

 
BABY NEWS!  
  
Dear Friends and Family, 
  
Thought we should let you know that coming this April a new little member of the MacLean clan will be 
arriving! I am now 11 weeks and still feeling morning sickness throughout the day, but recently the 
weather here is much cooler than it was, making it easier to cope.  
  
We came to the decision that we will be coming home for Christmas and going between Pennsylvania 
and Texas, where our parents live, before the baby comes. Eventually we will be going to Texas for the 
birth. Additional trips will also be made to other places either by Dan and I or just Dan, depending on how 
I am feeling. The plan is still being developed but that is what we have so far. We are not sure how long 
we will be in the states, it depends on many things.  Please keep us in your prayers as we make those 
decisions with our leaders. 
  
As a result of our baby news we will not be moving to our new location as soon as we had thought. We 
plan on storing our stuff making a complete move east when we return, Lord willing. Security in that area 
and along the road from here to there has been touchy. We are hoping and praying that it will improve as 
the rest of our team is still planning on moving in Nov.  
  
As you know there were presidential elections at the end of last month.  The results are scheduled to be 
announced September 17.  As expected there were many attacks on election day, about 400 incidents 
country wide.  A second round election will be required if there is no one that reaches 50% of the vote.  
The current president is close to that figure, however there are many accusations of election fraud.  There 
is the potential for unrest however the situation unfolds, whether there is a second round election, or the 
winner is announced on Sept 17.   
  
The security situation throughout the country has deteriorated this summer.  The city we live in has still 
been one of the most secure parts of the country, but in talking to friends and shopkeepers, there is a 
feeling of hopelessness that things will get better.  Pray that God will bring renewed hope to this country, 
especially bringing the Kingdom of God into the hearts of hopeless people. 
  
Prayer Requests: 
  

1)      Safety for the baby and that I would be feeling better soon. Been having trouble sleeping and 
nausea comes and goes throughout the day making it hard to function. We had an ultra-sound 
last month and saw the tiny little person! So exciting and amazing! I could hardly believe it! 

2)      In our work here, that Dan and I both would have opportunities and be obedient to how God 
wants us to use the rest of our time here. 

3)      The security across the country has deteriorated significantly this year and the elections have 
only complicated matters. Pray that things will calm down as the results of the election are 
announced. The Taliban, as well as other groups, are making it difficult for this process to occur, 
and there are other challenges including accusations of election fraud and corruption in the 
government that also cause instability.  

4)      That we would have wisdom for planning for the future, as this new little one is in our care. Both 
of us are nervous and are faced with a whole new flood of thoughts and feelings as we anticipate 
being new parents. My new surge of emotions is not helping! (: 

Thank you so much for all your prayers, e-mails, and love. We are so well covered by our fathers love. 
We appreciate it now especially as things get a little rougher around here.  
  
Love, Elly (and Dan) 
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To all those who helped us,  
  
It is now one year since we had severe financial difficulties and had to come to our church family for help to feed 
and care for our children.  To the Women of grace who enabled me to purchase many needed items on my 
shopping list, the Deacons and Adult Sunday School members who helped us to pay our bills, those who gave us 
cash, gift cards, or bought groceries and diapers for us, we say thank you.  You cannot know what your 
generosity meant to us.  Beyond allowing us to pay our bills and put food on the table and clean diapers on our 
baby, the outpouring of love and concern warmed our hearts and helped us through a very difficult time.  It may 
have just been a can of baby food, box of pasta or cash to you, but to us it was a reminder of how God uses 
people around us to show his love.  While I would not wish for financial trouble, it gave us a wonderful opportunity 
to see God's love in action.  Having never been in the position of needing help before, we now have a better 
understanding of how it feels and are more prepared to help others someday when we are in a position to give 
rather than receive help.  Once again, thank you from the bottom of our hearts and I hope God blesses you as 
richly as he has us.  
  
A grateful mother 
 
 
 
THANK YOU so much for the many kind and thoughtful ways in which you have reflected the love and peace of 
Jesus Christ to me and my family at this time of my mother’s entrance into the Kingdom of God.  Your beautiful, 
uplifting cards and messages have brought support and inspiration, and I am truly grateful for each and every 
one.  The delicious food which was sent to our family by the Deacons and many others was both physically and 
spiritually strengthening.  Every dish was wonderful, and provided us with nourishment of body and soul.  My 
mother, like my father, was irreplaceable in my life.  I have been blessed every day to have been their daughter.  
They were my shining stars, and now they bring light to God’s heaven.  No child could ask for more.  God bless 
each of you for sharing your faith in Jesus with my family. – Julie Lolla 
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