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October/November, 2009 
Worship Schedule 

December Worship Schedule 
 

November 29, 2009 – 10:00 a.m. 
First Sunday in Advent 
Dr. Richard Morledge,  

Pastor Emeritus from First Presbyterian Church of Bakerstown 
 
 

December 6, 2009 – 10:00 a.m. 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Rev. John Welch  
Vice President for student services and Dean of Students 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
 
 

December 13, 2009 – 10:00 a.m. 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Children’s pageant “Best Christmas Present Ever,” 
 
 

December 20, 2009 – 10:00 a.m. 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Rev. Doug Portz, 
 Acting Pastor to Pittsburgh Presbytery 

 
 

December 24 – 7:30 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve 

Rev. Don Dawson,  
Director of World Mission Initiative 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

 
 

December 27, 2009 
First Sunday after Christmas 

Carol Celebration 

      
The Presbyterian Church of 
            Plum Creek 
 
 
  550 Center-New Texas Road 
  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
  secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
  www.plumcreekchurch.com 
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 The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July and 
August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  or 
place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month . Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 

Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
 
Director of Educational       Andrea Hall 
Ministries  
  
 
Organist              Kathy Novak 
 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 10:00 a.m.        
         
                 
Sunday School Classes:      Sundays 8:45 a.m.  
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Thank you from Dr. Lolla 
 
Dear Plum Creek Friends, 
 
 On behalf of Julie and myself, I express our heart-felt appreciation for the many gifts, notes, and thoughtful 
comments that you shared with us upon our departure.  The reception was beautiful.  Your generosity of spirit 
was overwhelming, and humbling.   
 
 Thank you so very, very much!  
 
 For all of the kind thoughts that were shared about my work at Plum Creek during our last Sunday together, 
there were three important women who deserve my recognition.  Their love was the hidden bedrock of my 
ministry with you.  First, is my wife Julie.  Without Julie’s daily support and care for our family, I could never have 
been available for your family needs through the years.  Whatever I was able to do, was made possible by Julie’s 
efforts behind the scenes. 
 
 Julie’s willing spirit to serve Jesus Christ at Plum Creek through her quiet, humble volunteer efforts pale in 
comparison with the hours she spent as the sole parent to our girls.  All too often Julie was both mother and father 
for our family.  Her devotion to raising Meredith and Carolyn, and her fortitude through nights of long church 
meetings, retreats, trips, and hospital visits, made possible my presence with your families.  Her loyalty to Christ 
was practiced in an invisible, yet constant manner as a wife and parent who did not draw attention to her efforts.      
 
 Julie’s counsel and advice provided me with assistance that has been and remains invaluable to me.  Her 
insights helped me to be a better minister than I could ever have been if left to serve Christ alone.  Julie’s integrity 
in living the life of Christ is a quiet example of Christian discipleship that is inspirational.  The many unknown 
efforts that Julie undertook around the church from her Christian faith will only be discovered when others are 
sought to fill them.  Thank you so very much, Julie, for giving yourself for our family and Jesus Christ with such a 
self-less spirit.  We are indebted to you for your sacrificial love.   
 
 So is Plum Creek.   
 
 The other two women I wish to thank are my daughters - Meredith and Carolyn.  Meredith and Carolyn have 
lived amid the public light of 4060 New Texas Road and 550 Center-New Texas Road.  Their love and devotion, 
their character and courage, their compassion and love for Christ, have overcome many challenges and 
congregation expectations that face ministers’ children.  Julie and I are very blessed by their sacrificial hearts, and 
their faithful perseverance to the ways of Christ that remain undiminished now that they have started their own 
families.  They too, like their mother, have given of themselves for Christ’s Church in a quiet, unassuming manner 
that is unknown to all but a few.   As their father, I have wonderful memories of playing with my daughters in the 
manse backyard, the joy of hearing their voices greet me when I came home for dinner, and the happy 
experiences we shared as a young family that aging will never take away.  Thank you, Meredith and Carolyn, for 
all you are as daughters, and as children of God.   
 
 While I have been the beneficiary of so many warm expressions of appreciation for my work as a pastor 
through the years, the impressive givers of Christ have been those who have not received a salary for their 
efforts, and who have not been called as the minister of Plum Creek.   
 
 They are the women who are a blessing to me from heaven, who have lived within the transparent world of the 
pastor’s call while not seeking it for themselves.  Yet they have as their own Christian witness, gracefully given 
their lives in His name. 
 
 I am deeply thankful for Julie, Meredith, and Carolyn!   The gifts that each of you have and are giving to and 
for Jesus Christ are beyond measure!     
      
     Yours in Christ,       
     Jack Lolla 
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BIRTHDAY 
 

December 2   Adamay Williams 
December 15   Bonnie Redlich 
December 25   Jim Shephard 
December 26   Lois Holmes 

 
If you know anyone who is 70 or older, please 
let the church office know.  We don’t want to 
miss anyone’s birthday! 

 

 
MEMORIAL GIFTS 

 
For Jack Lott  
    Mr. and Mrs. J. Charles Stover  
    Mrs. Betty S. Ritter  

Mr. Jim Shephard    
 
For Merle Nonnenberg 
 Mr. and Mrs. John Kowalski 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Adult Retreat 
 

It is not too early to start making plans for the 2010 Adult Retreat at Camp Crestfield!  This year the 
dates are February 26, 27 and 28. Our speaker this year will be the Rev. John Welch, who is a Dean at 

the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.   Keep your eyes open for more information. 
Adult Retreat Committee 
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Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! 
  
It’s hard to believe that it is that most wonderful time of year again. The Christmas season and the time leading up 
to it really is my favorite time of year. All of the secular, romantic notions of Christmas really draw me in, and I 
love to imagine the warmth of spending family time around the Christmas tree with snow and fires and hot 
chocolate and good food and wonderful smells and beautiful music and lots of laughter and love and wonder. 
  
And, then, of course, I am snapped back to reality. The reality, of course, is not quite as warm and fuzzy. The 
reality is that my family is crazy. The reality is that singing Christmas carols around the piano while we’re all 
wearing Christmas sweaters is not going to happen anytime soon. The reality is that I will inevitably burn the 
dinner, eat all of the cookies before anyone comes to visit, forget to buy someone a present, and decorate 
haphazardly at the last minute when I get a spare moment. That is reality. 
  
Fortunately, I know this. I have found, however, that many people do not. No matter what happens each year, 
there are some people who insist on breaking their backs to make Christmas a magical experience for their 
family. These are the people who will run themselves ragged buying the perfect gifts and decorating the house 
perfectly and baking the most perfect and beautiful desserts. They will organize fun events for the family and try to 
make the holiday a special and memorable event for everyone, even if it means giving themselves a heart attack. 
And, while all of this work and giving is admirable, it is not the point of Christmas. 
  
Most of us in the church are not too guilty of being swayed by the commercialism of Christmas. We’re not too 
wrapped up in Santa and buying and receiving extravagant gifts to promote our own happiness. But, many of us 
are guilty of falling into the romantic notion of Christmas as the most wonderful time of year where everything is 
warm and fuzzy and where we give, give, give in order to make other people happy. 
  
This Christmas, I challenge us Christians to see Christmas differently. We say that it’s all about the giving. But, it 
isn’t. Nothing about the biblical story of Christmas is about humans doing the giving. In the Christmas story, it’s all 
about the receiving. Christmas is about receiving God into the world. If anyone is doing the giving at 
Christmastime, it is God himself. We are not the givers. We are the creatures that God has created. We don’t 
create our own lives; we receive them. And we would be best to remember it. 
  
Children know this. For children, Christmas is all about the receiving. I have never heard a child complain about 
the stress of the holidays. I have never heard a child say, “I just can’t handle everything that I have to do. I have 
so many gifts to buy and parties to plan.” Children are not stressed about Christmas. Instead, they simply cannot 
wait for it to come. That’s what children talk about in the weeks leading up to Christmas: they simply can’t fathom 
how they are possibly going to be able to wait for Christmas to get here. That is the right attitude. 
  
It’s true that most kids are looking forward to receiving presents more than they are to receiving Christ. But, at 
least they are on the right track! You see, if you’re consumed with the giving, you will always be complaining. You 
will always be complaining, because something will always go wrong. Families are crazy, money is tight, and 
calendars are packed. The harsh reality is that if you are consumed with giving the perfect Christmas, you will 
always fail, and you will always end up complaining. But, if you are consumed with receiving, it will yield an 
attitude of gratitude. Your focus will change, and you will be grateful for all that you have been given. 
  
So, that’s the challenge this Christmas. Don’t let anyone convince you that Christmas is all about giving. It’s not 
about giving; it’s about receiving. And, Advent is all about being like little children who absolutely cannot fathom 
how they are ever going to manage to wait until Christmas Day when they can receive a wonderful gift. That 
childlike wonder and gratitude is what we need to foster in ourselves, because in the Christmas story, God is both 
the giver and the gift, and we, his measly creatures, are the recipients. That is unfathomable. It’s the greatest gift 
of all. Thanks be to God! 
  
Have a wonderful and wonder-filled Advent and Christmas, 

Andrea Hall 
Director of Educational Ministries 
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Join us for a movie night! Presbyterian Church of 
Plum Creek Wednesday, December 9, 2009  
Pizza will be served at 5:30 p.m.  in the 
fellowship hall. The movie  will be shown from 
6:00 until 7:30  in the sanctuary. Parents, 
grandparents, and kids of all ages are welcome 
to attend! Don't forget to bring a friend! RSVP to  
christianed@plumcreekchurch.com by Sun., 
Dec. 6. 
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********ATTENTION ALL COOKIE BAKERS ********* 
….and we know you are out there!!  We are again asking for the congregation to bake their best Christmas 
Cookies and donate 3 or more dozen (the more the merrier!!) to be displayed/distributed at the Deacon’s Cookie 
Walk.  A sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board in the Narthex beginning December 1.  Please put your name 
and the number of dozen you are willing to donate.  The more cookies we have, the more there will be to choose 
from. 
 
The “Second Annual Christmas Cookie Walk” will be held on Sunday, December 20, 2009 immediately after the 
Church service.  For those of you that missed last year’s, the Christmas Cookie Walk is an opportunity for you to 
stock up on some delicious Christmas Cookies just in time for the holiday.  The cookies will be displayed in the 
Fellowship Hall and you will have an opportunity to fill a “dinner size” Styrofoam container with as many cookies 
as you can fit and still close the container.  Cost is $10.  Due to the overwhelming response last year, there is a 
limit of “3 cookies per kind” to allow for all to have a choice of all the delicious cookies.    Also, you do NOT have 
to donate cookies to participate…..all are welcome! 
The proceeds of the Cookie Walk will benefit the Deacon’s fund.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pittsburgh Presbytery 
Policy Regarding Former Pastors 

 
The Committee on Ministry has found that a healthy relationship between a pastor and a congregation 
develops best when a former pastor discontinues his/her relationship with the congregation he/she has 
served.  The Book of Order states, “Former pastors and associate pastors may officiate at services for 
members of a particular church, or at services within its properties, only upon invitation from the 
moderator of the session or, in the case of the inability to contact the moderator, from the clerk of 
session” (G-14.0606).  Former pastors should actively discourage former parishioners from issuing 
invitations for services at any location, explaining that he/she is no longer their pastor and those 
services need to be provided by the new pastor.  The former pastor is doing the church and its 
members the most good by stressing the importance of the new pastoral relationship.  
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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings to you all.  In some ways it seems like we left Pakistan only yesterday and in others 
it seems like it has been years. 

Hopefully we will bring you up to date with a Christmas letter.  In the short term I would request 
that you pray with us as we move through a time of needing to rest on God’s faithful presence 
and care. 

In consultation with my neurologist and those treating my Parkinsons Disease(PD) I have been 
advised and have decided to start deep brain stimulation therapy.  While this is not a cure it is 
a tool that will hopefully ease my tremor, cramps, and some of the other motor symptoms 
associated with PD.  The therapy includes placing two electrodes in my brain and a controller 
under my collarbone.  Once in place then the set up is programmed and works somewhat like 
a pacemaker does for the heart. 

For various reasons beyond our control the start has been delayed till now and we have 
chosen to relocate the surgical portions of the therapy to Kansas University Medical Center in 
Kansas City. The whole process from start to finding some benefit from the therapy takes 
about six months.   

I am thankful that things are now ready to get started but as you can imagine both the family 
and I are anxious about the upcoming surgeries that get everything started.  The dates 
scheduled for my surgeries at this time are as follows:  November 2 (placement of the first 
electrode), December 10 (placement of the second electrode), and December 18 (placement 
of control and battery pack).  The first two surgeries are long days (5am to 2pm) and a two 
night hospital stay.  The last is done as an outpatient procedure but under general anesthesia. 

For many years we appreciated the prayers you offered on our behalf while we were in 
Pakistan and it is because of your faithfulness and the power of those prayers that I would ask 
you to pray for my family and I as I undergo this surgery.  Pray for support and the comfort and 
presence of God for Carol, Rebecca, and Nate.  Pray for me for endurance and peace 
throughout the surgeries and the rehab that follows. 

I thank you for your prayers and will update you as much as possible on progress. 

Grace and Peace, 

Jim Brees 
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GIFT IDEA!!!! 
Here's a great idea for a Christmas present for a youngster in your family.  Give them the gift of a week (or two) at 
the Day Camp at Plum Creek 2010 for Christmas!  This year's theme of the camp is, "A Stronger You"!  What a 
great way for your child or grandchild to spend their time this summer! 
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