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 The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek publishes The Caller monthly (with the exception of July and 
August).  If you have an item to contribute, please email it to secretary@plumcreekchurch.com  or 
place it in The Caller mailbox in the church office.  To submit a newspaper or magazine article to be 
reprinted in The Caller, include the name and date of the newspaper or magazine where the article was 
originally published.  To submit an editorial be sure to include your name.  The deadline for all articles 
is the 15th of the month . Please provide submissions in computer-ready (WORD 2002 or text) 
format when possible.  Thanks! 

 

Church Address:         Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek 

                 550 Center-New Texas Road 
                  Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
 
  
Office Phone Number:        (412) 793-4525 
 
E-mail Address:           secretary@plumcreekchurch.com 
 
Office Hours:            Monday – Friday,  

                 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Minister:              Reverend Brenda Barnes 
 
Praise & Worship Team Leader/ 
Children's Choir Director:      Kathy Grabigel 
 
Interim Director of Educational   Linda Bartley 
Ministries  
  
Secretary/Assistant Treasurer   Kathy Kirk 
 
Worship Services:         Sundays at 10:00 a.m.        
                  
Sunday School Classes:      Sundays 8:45 a.m.  
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From Our New Pastor: 
 

“For such a time as this…”  These are the words that Mordecai spoke to Queen Esther to remind her that the Lord 

brought her through many difficult and strange situations to that present time and place, for a reason. 

 

Friends, it is no accident or coincidence that the Lord has been preparing both you and me to bring us together at 

this time in the history of the Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek. I know many of you already – some of you have 

taught me how to be a good retreat leader; some of you have taught me how to build relationships; at least one of 

you taught me how to be a good Sunday school teacher; some of you have taught me how to be a pastor – in 

short, we have already grown together “for such a time as this.” 

 

You have been through great trials and challenges and you are bravely facing additional interesting changes. I do 

not come to rewrite your history, but rather to begin a new chapter of your congregational story. I am honored and 

feel privileged to be a part of your future and I look forward to seeing how the Lord is using our gifts together for 

His greater glory in building His Kingdom in our little part of the cosmos. New and fresh winds of the Spirit are 

blowing through and renewing life within the hearts of God’s people at Plum Creek. These are truly exciting days. 

 

As we prepare to come to the end of the Easter season, the season we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord 

and Savior, we can rejoice in the new life we will share here at Plum Creek.  Yes, although we do not know the 

full reason that we are brought to this time and place together, even so we are assured that it is for God’s glory. 

My prayer as we enter into this awe-inspiring journey together is that we may all be open to the Lord’s will and His 

guidance. 

 

May God be praised!  

 

Pastor Brenda 
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BIRTHDAY 
 

May 7      Jean Ressler 
 
 If you know anyone who is 70 or older, please let 
the church office know. 
 We don’t want to miss anyone. 
 

DEATH 
 
 Ellis Rosenberger    March 25, 2010 
 

BAPTISM 
 

Addison Ann Lukaszewicz   April 11, 2010 
 

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
 

For Allwynne Miller 
 Mr. Bob Davis     
 
For Jerry Ault (Bonnie Caliendo’s Brother) 
 Mr. Bob Davis     
 
For Ellis Rosenberger 
 Mr. Bob Davis     
 
For Ruth Holmes 
 Mr. Bob Davis     
 
For Betty Hartwick Davis 
 Mr. Ron Hartwick    

 
********************************************************************************************************************* 

Introducing Reverend Brenda Barnes 
 
The Interim Minister Search Committee has finished their search and has selected a candidate to fill the pulpit. 
Plum Creek is blessed to have the Reverend Brenda Barnes filling the pulpit as our Interim Minister beginning 
Tuesday, April 27 with her first church service at Plum Creek being May 2.  Pastor Barnes will be leading the 
Church in the coming months while the Pastoral Nominating Committee begins the search for a new called 
minister.  
 
Pastor Barnes comes to Plum Creek from Crooked Creek Presbyterian Church in Ford City where she is currently 
the Stated Supply Pastor of the newly yoked church. Pastor Barnes is not a stranger to some in the congregation. 
She has led numerous retreats and has been involved with the woman’s group. Her husband Don plays the guitar 
and has played at Praise at the Pavilion and PraiseFest.  
 
In an effort to introduce Pastor Barnes to the congregation the Session is planning a luncheon in her honor 
following the Church service on May 2. This will be a time for fellowship and an opportunity for Pastor Barnes and 
Don to meet the congregation. Please plan on attending this important Church service and luncheon. Pastor 
Barnes and Don live in Churchill. 
********************************************************************************************************************* 
 

BLOOD DRIVE  – The Deacons want to thank everyone who helped make our 
April 11, 2010, Blood Drive a success.  We had a total of 26 Units of blood collected.  Our next Blood 
Drive will be in the fall.  We appreciate your co-operation.     Wilma Elicker and Lorraine Udanis. 
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THE RUMMAGE SALE IS ALMOST HERE!!! 
May 7 and 8, 2010 

 

Very soon, our church will be overrun with stuff!!  We will have bicycles, 
Christmas decorations, lots of clothes, books, mugs, toys, hats, antiques, 
jewelry, furniture, suitcases, and plenty of other things, too.  You can help 
in many ways: 
·  We really need help with set up and clean up.  Set up is Sunday, May 2, at 

2:00 pm and clean up is Saturday, May 8 at 2:00 pm. 
·  We also need lots of help with sorting and pricing.  We will be doing this Monday through 

Wednesday from 9 am to 4 pm and from 7 pm to 9 pm.  On Thursday, set up will be 9 am to 4 pm. 
·  We need donations of good, useable merchandise to be dropped off during the sorting times listed 

above. 
·  We need baked goods for the bake sale on Friday. 
·  We need cashiers during the sale from 9 am to 7 pm Friday and 9 am to 2 pm Saturday. 
Please consider helping with this year’s sale.  We always have a lot of fun and fund mission outreach 
projects here at Plum Creek.  This year the monies raised will help to fund our mission outreach 
through the Day Camp At Plum Creek and “Eyes’ of Faith”.”  If you have a question or concern, please 
call Carolyne Ressler, chair at 412-793-9686 or speak to any Day Camp Board member. 
 

 

Work Camp Luncheon 
 

Please join us for lunch on Sunday, May 16th, right after church. 
Our group of youth, who are attending work camp in July, will be waiting to serve you a delicious lunch 

which will include homemade soups, pepperoni bread, veggies and dessert.   
A love offering will be taken. 

Mark your calendar for May 16 and plan to support our youth  
by having lunch here after church!!! 

 

 
 

 

Strawberry Festival 2010 
  

This year’s Strawberry Festival will take place on Friday, June 11th from 4 pm – 7 pm.  There will be lots of food 
including barbeque sandwiches, hot dogs, cold and hot beverages, fudge, and plenty of strawberries, cake, and 
ice cream available.  The festivities will take place in the fellowship hall.  There will be no charge for refreshments 
but a free will offering will be taken.  So mark your calendars, invite your neighbors, and plan on joining us for 
another evening of fun, fellowship, and food at the Annual Strawberry Festival.  For more information, contact 
either Carol Holmes or any member of the Day Camp Board.  See you there!                                       



                                                                                                  

          
May 2010          Volume 21, 5       Page 6 
   

 

 
June 11, 2010 Strawberry Festival Sign-up Sheet 

  
 Everyone is asked to help with this delicious fellowship event!  It is also a wonderful opportunity to 
reach out to our community and church members!  We would like everyone to be a part of it in some way!  We look 
forward to all the regular volunteers in addition to lots of new helpers!  Please fill out the form below whether you have 
helped in the past or if this will be your first time.  The Strawberry Festival Committee is Carol Holmes chair, and the 
members of the Day Camp Board.  Please call Carol at (412)793-0642 or speak to any member if you have a question 
or concern. 
  

EVERYONE PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN IT 
  

  
Strawberry Festival Volunteer Opportunities 

  
Please check any areas that you will be interested in helping with. 
  
____Distribute posters (already made)                                    The week of June 1st 
____Hang Strawberry Festival Banner                                           The week of June 1st 
____Set up tent                                                                                 Thursday evening June 10 
____Set up tables                                                                              Thursday evening June 10 
____Make fudge for Strawberry Festival 
____Bake a cake for Strawberry Festival 
____Decorate Fellowship Hall and tent                                             Thursday evening June 10 
____Clean strawberries                                                                    Friday June 11 (9am to 11am) 
____Supervise young children’s games                                            Friday 4:30pm to 5:30pm 
____Lead tour of the adventure course                                            Friday 5 to 6pm 
____Greet arriving guests                                                                 Friday 4pm to 5:30pm 
____Greet arriving guests                                                                 Friday 5:30pm to7pm 
____Kitchen (make BBQs, hot dogs and nachos)                            Friday 3pm to 5pm 
____Kitchen (make BBQs, hot dogs and nachos)                            Friday 5pm to 7pm 
____Kitchen (make cold drinks, coffee, tea)                                     Friday 3pm to 5pm 
____Kitchen (make cold drinks, coffee, tea)                                     Friday 5pm to 7pm 
____Serve ice cream, cake and strawberries, fudge                        Friday 4pm to 5:30pm 
____Serve ice cream, cake and strawberries, fudge                        Friday 5:30pm to 7pm 
____Keep trays full (cake, ice cream, berries & fudge)                   Friday 4pm to 5:30pm 
____Keep trays full (cake, ice cream, berries & fudge)                   Friday 5:30pm to7pm  
____Keep food trays full (BBQs, hot dogs and nachos)                   Friday 4pm to 5:30pm 
____Keep food trays full (BBQs, hot dogs and nachos)                   Friday 5:30pm to7pm  
____Cleaning up after the Strawberry Festival                                Friday 7pm 
____Help where needed 

  
  

  
The Strawberry Festival is a traditional time of delicious food, fellowship and renewing community acquaintances.   
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP and we hope you enjoy your evening. 
  
  
NAME_________________________________________PHONE #_________________________ 
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Dear Plum Creek Congregation: 

 
Jeff and I would like to thank each and every one of you for your contributions in making “Eyes of Faith” a 
wonderful ministry this year.  The Holy Spirit is truly at work here at Plum Creek.  It was so awesome to see so 
many people from our community in fellowship with us to celebrate the joy that God gives us through the 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
 
Also, it was so amazing to see the Holy Spirit at work from within our congregation as so many people 
volunteered their time, talents, energy and finances for the purpose of giving glory to God.  What wonderful 
blessings and unexplainable joy God has given us here at Plum Creek!   
 
In a world where there is so much heartache and pain caused by sin, thank God for giving us His Son, Jesus to 
be that perfect unblemished Lamb to take away the sins of the world.  Hallelujah!!  He is risen!!! And we have new 
life through Him!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   
 
Please keep Jeff and I and Nicholas in your prayers to help us discern God’s daily will for our lives.  Please 
continue to pray for my staff position here at Plum Creek as I seek to discern God’s will for the music and 
dramatic ministries at the church. 
 
God is using Plum Creek in a mighty way!   How beautiful it is for us to be a part of God’s plan to bring more 
people into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
To God be all glory, honor and praise!!!! 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Kathy Grabigel 
Plum Creek Praise & Worship Leader & Dramatic 
Ministry Director 
 
 
Additional thanks to Greg & Tracey Beehner, Wilma 
Elicker, Dave & Lillian Forrest, John & Doris Hedeen, The 
Kist family, Dorothy Mallisee, Larry & Dot Mills, Bonnie 
Redlich,  Blaine & Frances Scherf,  everyone who 
prayed, made cookies, ushered, costumed, greeted, 
financially supported, came and saw “Eyes of Faith”, 
everyone who brought people to see the ministry, and 
anyone else that I may have forgotten.   Thank you so 
much for supporting this God-given ministry.  Our church 
family is truly blessed to have such wonderful people.  
Praise God!!!!!!! 
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Kathy, 
  
Please convey our thanks to you, your husband and all the people who presented Eyes of Faith this 
Easter season.  We sensed the love everyone had for the Lord and hope that many who came realized 
in a new way how much God loves them individually.  We loved the photos that were up, the music and 
the simplicity of how the timeless message was given.   
  
And kudos to you and your husband for all the hours and time you gave to get this done.  Hope to see 
you soon.  Yahoo, you will have Friday off this week from AR! 
  
Bette 
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Twelve Reasons You Know it’s “Easter Musical Time” at Plum Creek  
     By Joe Marzullo 

12.  You haven’t had a Sunday nap for over 2-months. 
 11.  You keep hearing “sing we Hosanna, Hosanna we sing” over and over again in your  
        head. 
 10.  People in traffic are looking at you strangely as you sing “Amazing Love” during rush 
        hour.  
 9.  Friends think you’re nuts ‘cause you keep saying things like “Lorda, Goda and  
      Earthhhhhhhhhhh.” 
 8.  You inquire if they give out Tony Awards for church musicals. 
 7.  You’re asking your spouse if your robe makes you look fat. 
 6.  You wonder if you’re too old for American Idol. 
 5.  You find yourself praying that you are of service to the Lord in your own humble, daily  
      walk. 
 4.  You know why you belong to Plum Creek Church and thank God for the friends who are  
      more like family.  
 3.  As much as the time constraints of your life create sacrifices by participating, you  
      already know that there will be a void in your life when the curtain falls on the last  
      performance. 
 2.  You find yourself reflecting on the blessings Christ has bestowed on you and are  
      overcome with emotion. 
 1.  You know that Jesus Christ lives and reigns in your life and you rededicate yourself to  
      His will. 
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